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To his LoRDSHIP 


The EARL of PorTLanD. 


—＋ LORD, 


admiration of all the 


and glory of his _ 
had no ſooner procured tranquility to 
Europe by the peace which his wiſdom 
and valour concluded at Ryſwick, but 


this potent monarch employ” d your lord- 
ſhip in confirmation of it, by that fa- 


mous embaſſy in France, where you ap- 


peared with ſo much luſtre and glory. 
— — It 


a 


HE great king, who at 
this time is not only the 


dle but alſo the . 


DEDICATION. 
It was then, my lord, that among the 
important negociations your grandeur was 
engaged in, remembering the affliction 
of Joſeph, your lordſhip drew the con- 
feſſor from the bottom of his dungeons, 
whoſe hiſtory I take the liberty to lay 
before you. And although his deliver- 
ance is one of the effects of the piety of 
that great prince, whom we regard as 
the defender of faith, yet your lordſhip 
was the powerful inſtrument which was 
employed to procure the opening of his 
priſon; ſince the reſpect doth not permit 
me to approach the throne of his majeſty 
with the moſt humble returns of due 
I raiſes, and I beg leave to offer your 
Jordſhip this treatiſe, as a proof of pro- 
found gratitude of the confeffor Elias 
Neau, and as a publick mark of venera- 
tion and reſpe&, with which I am, 


My lord, Your lordſhip's 
Moſt Humble, and 
Moſt Obedient Servant, 


J. MORIN, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
OME perſons diſtinguiſhed among our re- 
fugees by their birth, but more ſo by their 
piety, having heard that the author of this little 
treatiſe had memoirs enough to make a ſhort hi- 
ſtory of it, encouraged him to ſet about it im- 
mediately; And giving way to their advice, he 
purſued the inclination he had to let the world 
know the extraordinary graces the Lord had be- 
ſtowed upon this confeſſor, who is the ſubject of 
this treatiſe. Two years he was about it, and two 
things retarded its publication. The firſt was, the 
ſentiments of thoſe pious and tender fouls, that 
were afraid, that the publication of it would irri- 
tate the ſpirit of the perſecutors, and give 
an occaſion to increaſe the pains of their brethren, 

that ſtill remained in their clutches. But this 
reaſon ceaſes now, becauſe we are aſſured from all 
parts, that the miſeries and pains of our confeſ- 
ſors are arrived to their higheſt pitch, that the in- 
humanity they treat them with, is unheard of, 
and that the new- invented ſorts of torments they 
daily exerciſe upon them make them ſuffer a 
thouſand- fold death. And in effect, a death ne- 
ver ſo violent would be a thouſand times ſweeter 
than a lingering life where they make them die 
by inches. The gallies, tlie dungeons, the woods 
and ſtones, all ſpeak of the ſufferings of our con- 
feſſor. Why thould we then be ſilent any longer? 
Nay, what is more, thuuld we not endeavour to 
edify, rejoice, and conſole our brethren, by fctting 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


before their eyes the examples of thoſe happy 
champions that come ſo victoriouſly from the bat- 
tle? And taking all the precautions chriſtian pru- 
dence can demand, one ſhould not for ſome vain 
ſcruples fake deprive the publick of the edifica- 
tion they may reap, and leave to God the iſſue, 
He knows how to turn all to the benefit of his 
children. 

The ſecond reaſon which has retarded the im- 
preffion of this treatiſe was, that ſome pretended 
that it were unuſual to publiſh the hiſtory of one 
that is ſtill alive, becauſe one did not know 
how his end would be. But beſides the admira- 
ble gifts the Holy Spirit had endowed this con- 
feſſor withal, and of which all thoſe have been 
convinced, that have converſed with him, it is 
to be hoped, that he is of the numher of thoſe 
which God has loved once, he will love always, 
becauſe his gifts and calling are without repent- 
ance; you read here but the hiſtory or relation 
of this confeſſor, and of the graces God has in- 
ſtilled into him, and which are here made known 
to thoſe that are {till ſuffering like him, or that 
may be called to ſuffer one time or other. In 
fine, after the charitable paſsport, the illuſtrious 
author of the Practice of Devotion has given to 
this dear confeſſor, it is to be hoped, this work 
will not be difagreeable to the publick. 
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PREFACE. 


the dragoons againſt the refor- 
med in France fince 1681, 
did not ſtop at the ſole pro- 
vinces of that great kingdom, 


but ſpread itſelf even into 


Piedmont ; nay, they deſigned 


| alſo to carry it into the three kingdoms of 

England, Scotland, and Ireland, if God had 

not raiſed king William to ſtop their career, 
and reſcued all Europe from that fad ſlavery, 
it had been threatned with long ago. 


Popery finding itſelf thus baulked, carried 
the effects of its rage into America, whither 
they tranſported a great many faithful ſouls of 


France, and there tormented them with all 


ſorts of puniſhments. . 


The ſucceſs which the perſecuting clergy 


have had in their tragical enterpriſes, has often 
given them occaſion of inſulting our miſery, 
and to aſk us infoleatly: © Where is your 


God, where are the confeſſors and martyrs 


of your religion, Gnce all abandon it, and 
% whole 


HE perſecution exerciſed by 


RAA 


« whole villages and provinces tum to the 
« catholick faith? 


But bleſſed be Au © Goodneſs, that has 
not left us long without ſufficient witneſſes 
of doing us good in this reſpect. The Lord 
has not permitted that all the reformed in 
France have bowed their knees unto Baal ; 
| He has reſerved more than ſeven thouſand 
that have not done it; and we can repeat the 
words of St Paul with affurance ; even at this 
preſent time ** there is a remnant to 
e the election of grace.” Many have fi 
martyrdom. Above two hundred thouſand 
are retired from France, who have taken joy- 
fully the ſpoiling of their goods, and all that 
was moſt dear to them. How many thouſands 
have we had, in whom grace has been ſo victo- 
rious, as to overcome the new-invented tor- 
ments to force them to abjure ? But what de- 
ſerves our attention, and encourages our duty 
moſt to bleſs God in a particular manner, 
is, that great number of generous champions 
of the Lord, whoſe battles they fight ſtill either 
upon the gallies, or in the dungeons of Mar- 
ſeilles, Bourdeaux, Breſt, and St Malo; ſince 
without counting thoſe five hundred that have 
been chained to the gallies, whereof four 
hundred are ſtill actually glorifying the name 
of God by patience and reſignation in all their 
trials. Theſe are ſo many glimmering ftars 
of the firſt magnitude, that ſhine in the fir- 
mament of the church by their faith, piety, 
ſancti- 


as of | 


PREFACE. 
| fandtification, and firmneG in an admirabl 


manner. 


From this great cloud of witneſſes it has 
God to draw, amongſt others, ELIAS 

Nx au, and to ſet him as a ſign and a miracle 
of deliverance in theſe our days. It is this 
illuſtrious conſeſſor, my old friend, of whoſe 
ſufferings at St Malo, Rennes, the gallies, in the 
priſons of Marſeilles, and in a new dungeon of 


Gn cup CT, I am going to give the reader an 


1 eats only, En paſſant, that I have done 

no more to this work, than to put the things 
contained therein into order; I have inſerted 
ſome of the letters whole, and have made an 
extract of others, all which breathe an unction 
that may more edify, rejoice and conſole of 
themſelves, than all the embelliſhments of ora- 
| tory can do. The reaſon why ſomething of 
my own is interſperſed, is to ſhew the con- 
nexion of thoſe that occur, but a par- 
ticular view is had to ſhew the internal character 
and ſpirit of this generous confeſſor, in whom 

the remembrance of that great law, Thou 
e ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and thy neighbour as thyſelf, ” ſeems 
to have been deeply engraved ? = 


Ie is true, there is not found ſuch a meta- 

Few © love of God as the archbiſhop of Cam- 

y treats of; but ſuch a — 
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may ſee him 4 

irit of martyrdom, a martyr in vow, 
— Spirit of God and his victorious 
him unto the moſt frightful 
it with patience and re 

d be pleaſed to 


AN 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


SUFFERINGS 


O F 


E L I A 8 N E A U, 


Upon the Gallies, and in the Dungeons of 


3 EILL ES. 


in 1 in the — of — 
9 diſe, between thirty-ſeven and thirty- 
FEY eight years of age; of whom I ſhall ſpeak 
without any diſparagement to his family, 
in which there were a great number of 

= @ honeſt gentlemen, that his virtue had 
| A raiſed him far above his extraction. For 

not being brought up to letters or ſtudy, he had by the force 
of his natural parts, and by his ſerious application to piety, 
acquired an apt diſpoſition to write and compoſe ſuch letters 
and hymns, as may be fit to be read by all the world. But 


above 2 God had endowed him with ſuch a meaſure of ho- 
b _ 
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ness, and of the fear of the Lora, that comparing him with o- 
thers, I muſt needs ſay with St Paul, that “God has choſen 
ee the fooliſh things of this world to confound the wiſe ; and the 
« weak things of the world, to confound the things that are 
« mighty; and baſe things of the world, and things which 
« are deſpiſed, hath God choſen; yea, and things which are 
« not, to bring to nought things that are, 1 Cor. i. 27,38. 
ELIAS Nx Au had always from his tender infancy a great 
inclination to go to ſea. At the age of his 12th year he made 
his firſt trial as a cabin-boy, andkfterwards as a common 
ſailor; and in 1679, when Monfieur Marillac and Demuin, in- 
tendants of Poictou and Rochefort, and of the country d'Aunix, 
made their firſt eflay of forced converſions by the violence of 
dragoons, Elias Neau, to avoid the ſtorm the inhabitants of 
Soubiſe were threatened with, took a reſolution to retire to 
the American iſlanus. To theſe he travelled indifferently, 
whether they belonged to France or Holland, till the perſecu- 
tion of the reformed French refugces begun even in thoſe 
lands, Then he retired to Boſton, a city belonging to the 
Engliſt, and where he was obliged to be naturalized to follow 
his profeſſion, without which he could not command any 
trading vetlel. 

In the year 1692, when he was intruſted with a ſmall 
trading veile] of eighty tuns, named the Marquiſe, belonging 
to Gabriel Boiteux, a merchant at New York, from whence 
it was bound for Jamaica, he was taken by a French priva- 
tecr of St Malo, Julian Bouſſant, commander, about 106 
learucs from vhence he came. This happened about the 
heicht of Bermudas, 35 degrees of latitude, and 108_of 
longitude, and more than 1500 leagues from our continent. 
After the privateer had taken the veſſel, he wanted hands to 
put on board the prize; he therefore obliged Neau to ranſom 
the veſſel and cargo. To which Neau conſented, engagi 
Eimſelf ro pay 3500 livres for it; and for which ſum he 
made himſelf an hoſtage, remaining a priſoner till it ſhould 
be paid, and ſcndir:g the veſſel back again to New York, 
which was about fifteen days. þ | 
The privateer in the mean while ſailed towards St Malo, 
where he arrived the latter end of October following. There 
Bouſant cauſed klias Neau to be put into the publick 
priten, where it was found out that he was a Frenchman, 
which he .:ci-her denied, nor his profeflion. They writ im- 
madlately to court for an order, what they ſhould do with 
him. The merciants tha: had an intereſt n the capture, did 
their utmoſt to prevail with the privateer not to deliver him 


up 
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up to the judicatute of St Malo, not from any motive of love 
or compaſſion to Neau, but out of ſelf-intereſt, for fear of 
loſing the prize, for which the privateer had agreed with him, 
and for which he was detained priſoner. 

While Elias Neau was in theſe circumſtances at St Malo, 
he writ to his friends in England, and defired them to take 
the moſt proper means to releaſe him out of his miſery, T heſe/ 
left no ſtone unturned to obtain it, and got even two French 
captains to be kept priſonegg for two months in hopes to make 
an exchange of two for one. But either the Engliſh council 
did not think it proper at that time to meddle with this affair, 
or France was too much exaſperated againſt that nation, 
which they flattered themſelves to ſubdue, that affair was 
puſhed no farther.— However, God would make him an c:- 
ample of Faith, of Piety and Perſeverance in the midſt of 
thoſe great trials he had prepared for him, and to ſhew him, 
how much he was to ſuffer for his name's ſake. 3 

'The order that came from court was, to oblige our priſoner 
to change, and to ſign the form of abjuration, as others had 
done, in default whereof he ſhould be judged according to the 
rigour of the declaration. 'The change of religion was the 
_ touch-ſtone to all, that were upon trial, and a ſure means to 
extricate themſelves. For as great a malefactor as any one 
could be, if he changed religion, he eſcaped all pains, and re- 
ceived abſolution. I have ſeen an inſtance of a notorious 
wretch, which made me tremble, and who by this means 
eſcaped the utmoſt puniſhment he had deſerved more than 
once. But he, whoſe hiftory I write, had led an unblamea- 
ble life towards all men, and had no crime but being born in 
that religion he had always profeſſed, and had retired out of 
the kingdom to eſcape perſecution. According to the order 
of the court for his changing, they tried both promifes and 
threatnings. They promiſed him to diſcharge him from the 
ranſom of 3590 livres for his veſſel, and made him hope for 
an employ and command in France: And as the devil ſaid 
to our Saviour; All this I will give, &c. Nay, they made him 
all the moſt advantageous and dazling promiſes they could in- 
vent. But Elias Neau anſwered them, that the offers made 
him would be very pleaſing to a man that loved the world 
and its riches, but as for himſelt, he would not ſell that at ſo 
cheap a rate, which he valued more than all the riches of this 
world, viz. his own foul, which Jeſus Chriſt has bought at an 
infinite price, remembering the words of our Saviour himſelf, 
who ſays: „ What is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the 
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not innocent, but on the contrary, that he going 
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<« whole world, and loſe his own ſoul? or what ſhall a mas 
“give in exchange for his ſoul? | 

When the promiſes were not ſtrong enough to ſhake the 
conſtancy of our faithful confeſſor, they had recourſe to threat- 
nings to frighten him ; by repreſenting to him, that he was 
out of France 
againſt the declarations of the king, and being taken in a veſ- 
ſel of the enemy, he might eaſily imagine, how much all this 
made him culpable, though he could eaſily extricate himſelf ; 
but if he continued obſtinate, and obliged his judges to pro- 
ceed according to the terms of the declacation, he knew their 
rigour, and the greateſt favour that could be ſhewn him, 
would be to be condemned to the Gallies, of which he might 
_ conſider whilſt it was yet time. To all this theſe miffionaries, 
he was frequently peſtered with in priſon, began to add mat- 
ters of controverſy ; but I muſt needs ſay this to his advantage, 
that he always came off victorious; inſomuch that having 
tired them out of all their endeavours to ſhake his faith, they 
thought of nothing but to judge him, and proceed againſt him 
according to the uſual form. — 
I ̃be firſt exception Elias Neau made againſt the injuſtice of 
the preſident of St Malo, was his being a naturalized ſubject of 
England, and produced the act of his naturaliſation, by virtue 
whereof he deſired to be ſet at liberty, and not to trouble him, 
ſince he had been the king of England's ſubject above ten years. 
They thought his exception worthy to be ſent to court, with the 
act of his naturaliſation, which they got to be tranſlated. So far 
it is true, that in France neither the inferior nor ſuperior judt- 
cature, nay, even the parliament, dare not proceed to any final 
determination of the leaſt affair of the court, and the directors 
of conſcience without conſulting the miniſtry of the ſpiritual 

court. 

After 4 months impriſonment Neau was condemned by the 
Judge, according to the order of the court, to ſerve the king 
in the quality of a gally- ſlave during his life, and that for having 
eſtabliſhed himſelf in a foreign country without hismajeſty's 
leave and againſt his declaration, 1662, which forbids his ſub- 
jects to go out of the kingdom. Here you ſee his crime and 
his ſentence, for having obeyed his Saviour, who fays : When 
© they perſecute you in ons place flee ye into another. 

His ſentence being pronounced, they ſollicited him anew 
with promiſes and threatnings to engage him to a revolt, giv- 
ing him to underſtand, that this was the only means to at- 
tone for his diſobedience and rebellion againſt his natural 
prince. Since when the king demanded any thing contrary 

to 
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to the commandment of God, we ought to pay him à blind 
obedience, as if their empire extended itſelf over the con- 
ſcience, which is only ſubject to God; and as if the apoſtles 
had not taught us to ſay on the like occaſion: © Judge ye 
< yourſelves, whether it is not more juſt to obey God rather 
cc than you, Acts iv. 19. 85 
Before the formality of the laſt ſentence againſt Elias Neau 
was executed, the procurator-general went to priſon to ſee 
him, and to offer him his liberty, if he would promiſe him to 
change his religion, ſince there was no other means left for 
him to fave himſelf. And, as it was ſaid in the perſecution 
under Charles IX. Either death or the maſs; fo here the 
procurator-general ſaid to Neau : Either liberty upon condi- 
tion of going to maſs, or the chain. Our generous confeſſor 
did not hefitate to anſwer: I take the chain, as our martyrs 
ſaid formerly: Death and not maſs. The procurator-general 
aſked again, whether he did not know, that we ought to obey 
our ſuperiors, not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake, 
fince it was the doctrine of St Paul? Yes, anſwered Neau ; 
but if St Paul had underſtood it as you would have it, he had 
| obeyed Nero. This judge having nothing more to reply, 
| ſhook his head, and faid, I pity you; and fince you are of 
this opinion, we can do no more for you, and left him. After 
that the parliament delivered his arreſt, May 6, 1672. And 
April 3. they faſtened Elias Neau to the chain, with above 
200 other gally-ſlaves, all which together were ſent on foot 
from Rennes to Marſeilles, where they arrived the 19th of 
May following the very Whitſunday. 8 
They were 37 days upon the road, as well for the weight 
of their chains, which hindered them from going faſter, as 
for the difficulty, and badneſs of the road; beſides that, our 
confeſſor was ſeized with a very troubleſome diſtemper all the 
way he went, which exhauſted his ſpirits, and made him ex- 
tremely weak; and had no doubt contracted it by the many 
ſufferings he had met with in his priſons. But God, who 
ſends trials, and takes them off, and grants health to the fick, 


| when it is for his glory, ſtrengthened him ſo powerfully, that 


at laſt he arrived at Marſeilles with the reſt of his fellow-ſuffer- 
ers, in perfect health. 2 5 
He was immediately put on board the gally called, The 
Old Madam; where they kept him ſix months, and after- 
wards re moved him into another, named, La Magnanime, 
where he remained the ſame ſpace of time. Theſe places did 
not appear ſo frightful to him, as he had imagined ; for be 
was encouraged and fortified by the fight of his brethren, wo 
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had ſuffered a great while with a great deal of faith, piety and 
conſtancy. And he found means to make his ſentiments 
known to his paſtor in the following letter, which confirms 
all that I have ſaid. It was at the ſame time he compoſed 
that prayer, which I prefix before his letter, and will be as 
an introduction to the enſuing treatiſe. 


Mr DIT Ar io in form of PRA VER to beg of GOD 
| his Divine Love. 


1 T is thy love, O Lord, that has kept me from making a 
fad ſhipwreck of my faith. It is thou alone, my God, who 
didſt guide me by thy counſel to do according to thy will. If 
thou hadſt not ſupported me by thy power, I had run the 
riſque of loſing myſelf for ever. I ſaw myſelf on the brink of 
hell, but thy love, O God, has not abandoned me, and thou 
haſt ſecured me in my neceſſity. To thee TI ſhall render e- 
ternal thanks and praiſes, I do not doubt. It is that infinitely 
infinite love, which I adore at preſent, as the ſole cauſe that 
Tam ſtill alive, and is the ſame that I will adore in time and 
eternity. For without that Sovereign Love 1 had been un- 
done, nor were I yet amongſt the number of the living, that 
live to thee, nor defire to live, but for thy ſake. And fince 
thou haſt given me a heart, that acknowledges this, give me 
alſo a ſoul, that loves thee with a love a thouſand times ftronger 
than death. Endow me with a ſoul, that may be thy ſpouſe, 
and worthy of that name, and that has its true voice and lan- 
guage. It is by this, O my dear Saviour, that I ſhall know 
that I love thee in reality, if, without ever being tired for 
want of courage, I take pleaſure in tribulations, in ſhame, 
perſecutions and oppreſſions for the fake of thy glorious 
name. This will be then the ſure ground of putting my en- 
tire confidence, my hope and refuge in thee alone: And 
that ſhall make me ſenſible of the force of thy ſweet 
love working in my ſoul. Then ſhall I be able to ſay with 
full aſſurance, and with tranſport of inexpreflible joy: 
Neither great waters ſhall be able to extinguiſh, nor rivers 
drown it. | 85 
The joyful triumphs of the New Man, thou granteſt me to 
feel already, are o me the ſure marks of thy love: This makes 
me ſeek thee, O Lord; to-day I hear thy voice, to-day thou 
haſt touched my heart to raiſe it from amongſt the dead: 
For without thee it cannot turn towards thee, and without 
thee I am but a mere nothing. But one abyſs calls to ano- 
ther. Thy divine love will ſwallow up mine, fo that I be 
made 
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made one with thee, who art the great Monarch of the 
univerſe, the Father of eternity, and Lord of glory ; thou 
inſpireſt me with courage and boldneſs to love thee, and 
to declare my love to thee : Thy Word lives and laſts for 
ever: Thou rejecteſt none that comes to thee. O my God 
How great and ſtrong is thy love ! What ſweetneſs have thy 
benign influences? I feel their admirable effect within my 
foul, and in the centre of my heart: Thy voice tells me, 
< Fear not, thou worm Jacob, for I am thy ſalvation, and 
& thy rampart to protect thee againſt thine enemies. And 
in this moment my ſoul anſwers thee, Thou art my Lord 

and my God ; I will praiſe thee all my life long, and as long 
as thou ſhall be pleaſed to preſerve it, they ſhall hear me 
publiſh thy praiſes. Oh ! how do I wiſh for thy coming 
For thy goodn-ſs ſake repleniſh my ſoul, that defires thee, 
and fill it with thy mercies, that ſighs after thee. O come 
then and make thine abode in my ſoul, to confirm, entertain 
and aſſure me of thy love without intermiſſion day and night, 
ſo that I may ſay, My beloved is mine and I am his. Da 
not delay, my God; enter into my foul, whoſe only 
ſtrength thou art, and make her ſo pure by thy ſovereign 
purity, that ſhe may be without ſpot or wrinkle. I ſhall 
drink the water of thy fountain, and taſte the river of thy 
pleaſures. Begin, my ſoul, to reliſh the peace, and thoſe 
graces the Lord has endowed thee withal, and taſte more 
and more how ſweet thy Lord is. And fince holineſs is thine 
image, O my God, give me grace to be cloathed with the 
_ fame, that thou maytt take delight in me, and I may follow 
thee, whereſoever thou goeſt, either to Mount Tabor, or 
Mount Calvary, in ſhame and glory: That thy love may 
take pleaſure in me, and that thou mayft acknowledge me 
for one of thy children, in what place or condition ſoever I 
may be. Make haſte to help me, O my God, extend the arms 
of thy mercy towards me. Come and purify my ſoul by the 
covenant of thy love, and abide with me for ever. Make me 
to hear inceſſantly theſe words of conſolation within my 
ſoul, even to the laſt breath of my life. Here I will dwell 
for ever, for here I have choſe my habitation. As Jong as 
thou dwelleſt in my breaft, I ſhall not enquire, lice the 
king's daughter, where thou ſhalt repoſe at noon. And 
when I contemplate thee, my Saviour, upon the croſs, I 
ſhall not aſk where thou feedeſt thy flock at high noon. 
But, O my Saviour, let me know it, if thu: wilt, that I 
ſhould know it. Whence is it that I do not alway: perceive 
it alike ? I am pierced with a ſenſible Pain, that I 3 
ove 
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love thee as much as I would. O God, my Saviour ! make 
my ſoul cry out inceſſantly, Lord ! I thirſt after thee, my 
ftrong and living God ! Oh ! when wilt thou fatisfy me from 
the river of thine eternal pleaſures ? When ſhall I be fo hap- 
py to appear before the face of my God ? Thither all my 
defires aſpire ; for there thy right hand will embrace me, and 
there I ſhall adore thee with an eternal love throughout all the 
following ages of eternity. But in the mean time, whilſt I 
wait for this unſpeakable happineſs, make my heart triumph 
with joy by the preſence of thy Holy Spirit, to comfort me 
in thy love, to ſtrengthen my faith, and inſpiring me with 
ſuch a love as I ought to have towards thee, and make me ſuch 
as thou wilt have me. O Lord, thou makeſt me to love thee, 
and I love thee, becauſe thou haſt loved me firſt. Thou haſt 
forgiven me much, give me alſo to love thee much; hear my 
defires, and lend an ear to the preparation and meditation of 
my heart. Repleniſh all the faculties and capacities of my 
foul, that being ſwallowed up in the contemplation of thy 
love, I may cry out with the ſpouſe : ** Behold, my be » 
< who appears as beautiful as the dawn of the morning, his 
ce eyes are like a flame of fire, burning for the vehemence 
< of love which he bears to me Thou art to me the moſt in- 
timate of my heart, the well beloved of my foul, I will take 
no pleaſure, but in thy love, and will abide fainting with love 


in thine arms. Thou, who art all love and charity, wilt 


not refuſe fo juſt a demand. At preſent I hold thee faſt, 
and will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me. Thou haſt 
knocked at my door to ſup with me: Yes, my dear Saviour, 
thou art come to viiit me in order to enjoy thyſelf with me. 
J thall lie down and repoſe myſelf in thy boſom, where I 
may bs drunk with thy love, which is more delightful than 
wine! | 

O Lord my God, frighten mine enemies by the ſole tone 
of thy voice, which is like the roaring of the great waters, 


for fear of diſturbing our repoſe. Thy garments are perfumed - 


with myrrhe, aloes and frankincenſe ; I find their ſmell admi- 
rable. Thy ſerene countenance thou ſheweſt me, is to me a 
teſtimony of thy benevolence. That my facrifice may be 
perfect, kiſs me, O my ſweet Saviour, with the kiſs of thy 
adorable mouth, kiſs me with a kiſs of love; let thy left 
hand be under my head, and thy right hand embrace me. 
Abide with me, for it is towards evening, and the day is far 
ſpent. Abide with me throughout the night of affliftion, and 
let thy love make me ſupport with joy all the moſt cruel pains 
thy love afflicts me with: But above all, let me ſearch with 


The Hiſtory of Ex tas Nzav, 27 


eagerneſs, all the lawful means to glorify thee in my ſufferings, 
and that all the paſſions of my ſoul may center and terminate 
in that of love, which I owe thee. O how beautiful are the 
feet of my Saviour, which have brought me che glad tidings 
of my peace! O God my God, I owe thee all things, nay 
even my whole ſelf. Accept of my love, receive my homage, 
my acknowledgments and my adorations according tv thy 
goodneſs and mercy. Let my adorations be the adorations of 
love, and my love be the love of adoration ! fo that I may 
begin to do that in time, and in the midft of the workers of 
iniquity, and in ignominy, what I ſhall do in eternity, in the 
height of glory, in the company of millions of angels and ſaints, 
which thou fillet with infinite joy. May thy name, O Lord 
Jeſu my Saviour, be glorified in me, and may I by thy grace, 
be glorified in thee according to the juſtice and truth of thy 
promiſes. Amen. 


A Letter to Mr Morin, miniſter of the word of God, 
of the church at Bergopzom. 


SIR, 


J Have taken the liberty to write to you ſince my confine- 
4 ment to theſe chains; but I am afraid you have not recei- 
ved my letter, the reaſon whereof may be, I had not your 
right addreſs, which I had from one of my friends at Amfter- 
dam. I am therefore obliged to ſend you an abſtract of my 
hiſtory by theſe preſents, that you may know the cauſe of my 
diſgrace. I muſt begin with my departure out of France, 
which was 1679, to travel to the American iſlands. The 
troubles arifing in France about religion, made me dread the 
combat which I muſt have underwent, had I ſtaid any longer 
among the French, TI left the iſlands and went to New Eng- 
land, where I dwelt ever fince. You may remember, fir, 
that I writ to you from Boſton, and you honoured me with 
an anſwer. I was ſettled at Boſton, and married four years 
ſince. I was obliged to be naturalized to follow my buſineſs. 
And, as was a mariner, I could have no command without 
being naturalized. To be ſhort, I commanded a ſmali velicl 
bound to Jamaica. I met with a privateer vi St Malo avout 
120 leagues from whence I came, who took inc, and ſince he 
had no hands to ſpare, he fold me the veſſel with its cargo. LI 
engaged myſelf for the payment, and ſent the veſſel back a- 
gain, from whence I came but a fortnight ago, remaining a 
priſoner, till the ranſom of the velie! thould be paid. I was 
carried to St Malo, where they found me out to be a French- 
man. The burghers concerned in the privateer, did all chat 

C Was 
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was poſſible to deliver me, becauſe of the ſum I was indebted 
to them for, but prevailed not. They writ to court, and re- 
ceived orders to make me change my religion. I refuſed 
ſtoutly, and upon account of my naturalization. I faid it was 
not right to force me to change my religion. They writ to 
court again, and ſent my declaration with the tranſlation of my 
letter of naturalization. After all this there was no other reme- 
dy to eſcape the chain of the gally, but the change of religion. 
When they ſaw me reſolved to go to the gallies, they tempted 
me with the promiſe of forgiving me the ſum for the releaſe of 
the veſſel, which was 3500 livres. I anſwered, the offer was 
gꝑood for an intereſted man; but as for me, I would not ſell that 
ſo cheap, which I valued infinitely more than all the treaſures 
of the world. But as they could gain nothing by the miſ- 
ſionaries that viſited the priſon every day where I was, to 
try their converſions, as they call it, they thought to gain up- 
on me by ſaying, that I muſt not take myſelf innocent, becauſe 
J had difobeyed my natural prince. I anſwered to this temp- 
tation as well as the reſt. After I had been four months in 
priſon, they condemned me at laſt to ſerve the king upon the 
gallies during my life, for having eftabliſhed myſelf in a foreign 
country without his permiſſion. I appealed to the parliament 
at Rennes in Bretagne, but my cauſe was not heard ; thoſe 
men judged me, and confirmed the ſentence given againſt me. 
Mr Attorney-general was ſo kind to make me a viſit in priſon, 
after he himſelf had conſented to my condemnation. His 
propoſal was, that if I would change, he would do his utmoſt 
to procure my liberty. I thanked him, and told him that 1 
accepted of the chains; for which refuſal he looked upon me 
with pity. In a ſhort time after I was put to the chain, and 
we were thirty- ſeven days upon our journey hither. I ſuffered 
2 deal becauſe of a dyſentery I had upon me; but the Lord 
had mercy on me, and healed me. He has given me grace to 
be faithful to Him hitherto. I am encouraged to perſeverance 
by a number of very faithful brethren, [the beſt human com- 
fort in ſuch trials} who for eight years together have confeſ- 
ſed the glorious name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The exam- 
ple of their purity of manners, as well as their worſhip of 
the True God, has infpired me with a love of all that is 
lovely. But, fir, I am ſtill but a lover of their chriſtian vir- 
tues, and not a true imitator ; I believe, however, dear fir, I 
have a right to-day, to defire you to implore the aſſiſtance of 
grace to ſtrengthen my faith, and to make me worthy to ſuf- 
fer for the truth. Your prayers, no doubt, will have a good 
effect, and God, whoſe mercies are without bounds, will 
Sy render 
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render them effectual. I love truth and purity, but that love 
is very feeble, yet as feeble as it is, it has not been 
ſo ftrong ; nay I muſt tell you, it is not very long that I have 
received it. I am therefore like a ground new I 
begin to have an hunger and thirſt after grace, but I have not 
yet rightly attained it. Now I perceive full well that my diſ- 
orders have chained me to theſe fetters. God alſo diſpoſes me, 
that I wiſh no evil to thoſe that are the inſtruments ; on the 
contrary, when they thought to afflict me, they have done me 
a great deal of good ; fo that I now perceive, that true liberty 
conſiſts in being ſet free from fin. And this is what I cannot 
do: Far fin ſtill reigns in me; the dominion it has gained 
over me is too great to be entirely deſtroyed, which tho? I have 
been well convinced of its neceſſity, before I was put into theſe 
irons ; yet I never ſet about it in earneſt, to practiſe it with 
any ſucceſs, the world and the fleſh eafily got the better. 
The unhappy inclination I had for what flattered my paſſions, 
made me yield to what I abhorred from the bottom of my foul, 
and I often experienced the ſtruggle between fleſh and ſpirit, 
but the ſpirit ſeldom gained the victory over the fleſh. I will 
not ſay that I am at preſent always in the ſame condition; for 
it is true, God has given me grace to eſchew many hurtful 
things, and I oftener get the victory than I could do before, 
when I was in the world. I muſt alſo confeſs to you with 
candor and fincerity, that I wanted no leſs affliction to make 
me know my error, and to force me from the embraces of 
that treacherous voluptuouſneſs, which blinded the eyes of my 
__ underſtanding, and hindered me from looking into my heart 
to examine its conduct. The Lord had fent me very fore 
trials, by which he had begun in me the work of regeneration, 
and at the age of fixteen I began to know my duty very well: 
And this ſame knowledge it is, which makes me now the 
more culpable before God, becauſe I knew the will of God 
without doing it. I did often put my hand to the plough, 
but had always a hankering after thoſe things I had left be- 
hind. God has at laſt provided for theſe unhappy diforders, 
and has inhanced my afflictions, but they touch only the bo- 
dy; the ſpirit is afflicted, but that is for having offended God. 

O fir ! this is the juſt cauſe of my ſadneſs, and I am very 
ſorry that I cannot be fad enough, nor can ſufficiently ac- 
knowledge the patience the Lord has had with me, in fparing 
me with fo great a charity, when I had abuſed the graces, he 
had beſtowed upon me, by plunging myſelf into all ſorts of 
pollutions, and committing a thouſand abominations, of which 
He himſelf is the witneſs. Judge, fir, yourſelf, . 1 
| | C 2 | va 
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have not reaſon to rejoice, that God has ſo happily conducted 
me to theſe chains. Would to God I had been here ten 
years ago, and that I had begun from that time to devote 

all the remaining hours I had to live in this world of iniquity. 


. I muft not forget to tell you, that there is not the leaſt 


limpſe of piety here, except amongſt thoſe that confeſs the 
— Jeſus; all the reſt are but wicked people. It would 
pierce your heart it I ſhould undertake to give you an idea of 
it; but I ware that. Upon this conſideration, have I not 
great reaſon to rejoice, that J am ſo happily arrived in this 
place, ſince the Lord has made the way of ſalvation known 
to me, and at the fame time made me walk in it, though 
in truth it is with trembling! But I hope, that in his mercy 
he will finiſh his good work He has begun in me by his in- 

finite grace. | 
You- may believe, fir, that I took care to write to my 
friends in England, whilſt I was at St Malo, but all this to 
no purpoſe : For my friends had got two captains to be de- 
tained priſoners, which they were obliged to maintain two 
months upon their own charge, and at laſt were forced to let 
them go. But God would have it ſo. I was perhaps the on- 
ly one of your congregation, that had not felt the rod with 
which God has fo ſeverely chaſtifed you; and ſince I was not 
better than others, but on the contrary, the worſt of all, 
God has made me ſenſible of it in a ſevere, yet moſt effica- 
caciuus and ſalutary manner. However this doth not hinder 
my friends ſtill to tiy a means to procure my liberty, but 

I do verily believe; that it is all in vain, ſo that I am fo 

for their pains they take about me. At leaſt, if it is nota 
general liberty, they will hardly obtain a particular one, 
efpecizily for ui thoſe who have not made ſhipwreck of their 
faith, of which number J am, by the grace of God, one. 
But, as It id before, that I am no better than others, the fad 
members of your d.folate congregation hardly improve by 
the adverſitics the Lord has ſent them, and the ruins of Sion 

do not make them hardly ſhed a tear. | 
From St Malo ] writ to my father at Moiſe, for an atteſta- 
tio of :ay ging out of the kingdom before the publication 
Of 4:1.9'5 probibiticn. There were above thirty perſons 
tht at vned it. I am not ungratcin! for their ſervice, al- 
trait bas not produced the fruit T exp<Red, to prove my na- 
turalization legt mate. I have writ {-veral times ſince, and 
had but wo anſwers, che laſt of which was dated in the 
month of Mey laſt, I have writ eight times hnce; but can- 
not imagine what may be the reaſon of their profound ſilence. 
x Cannot 
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I cannot deny, but that I have taken great pains their 
fs tt I have reproached myſelf for _s fo great 
complaiſance upon the ſubject of religion. But I am reſolved 
to write no more, ſince they have not favoured me with an 
It is now ten months fince I have heard from my father, 
but that doth not ſurprize me; for when my father and mother 
forſook me, the Lord took me up. Neither have I had any 
news of my wife and children ſince I have been a priſoner: 
But that is a different caſe, ſhe living above 1500 leagues 
from Europe, and the veiſ=:ls that come from thence may be 
loft or taken. TI have heard from Mr Boiteux at Amfterdam, 
that the veſſel I had ranſomed is not arrived at a good port, 
through the ignorance of the pilot, who inſtead of going to 
New England, went to Teneriffe, which belongs to the Ca- 
nary iſlands, and where the governor ſeized it, becauſe it was 
a French prize, and that country belongs to Spain. Thus an- 
other evil is added to my chains ; but about all this I conſole 
myſelf by the grace of God. I muſt not forget to tell you, 
that we have one of our chief members in our ſuffering ſo- 
ciety, that ſalutes you as one whom you know, and who has 
Viſited you in your priſon at Xaintes, when Mr du Vigier af- 
flicted the paſtors of our quarters. This faithful confeſſor is 
one of the firſt that have been ſent here for the ſake of reli- 
gion, whoſe name is Mr le Fever ; fince we have mentioned 
you in ſome of our letters, by which means I learnt that he 
knew you. Pray for him, fir, I beſeech you, as well as for 
me; and if you pleaſe, do not forget the reft of our fellow- 
ſufferers. I conjure you by the love you bear to Jeſus Chriſt, 
to pray for us in publick and in private, that our ſufferings 
may be made acceptable to God, by the purity of our man- 
ners, and the holineſs of our lives. I humbly ſalute you and 
your whole dear family, and remain with a profound re- 
ſpe, p 8 


SIR, 
Your very humble and obedient ſervant, 


ELIAS NEAU. 


: 
* 
oy 
of 
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The Axswrx of a Paſtor to the Letter of a Confeſ- 
| for of Jxsus CnrisT, who was condemned to the 
gallies, and fettered to the chain at Marſeilles. 


My very dear brother in our 
Common Redeemer, 


"HE grace of our Lord Jeſus, the love of God, and 
the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you, and 
with all thoſe that ſuffer for righteouſneſs. If I have delayd 
till now to anſwer your letter of the ninth of laſt April (for 
your firſt J have not received) it has neither been through neg- 
' ligence or forgetfulneſs, I aſſure you, my dear brother. For 
how could I forget ſuch a worthy confeſſor of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that gives me ſo great conſolations, and who gives ſo great 
edification to the church! And how ſhould I not remember 
all your faithful companions, whoſe faith and bonds are fo 
famous throughout all the world. Jeruſalem, faid formerly 
the royal prophet, in the defolation of the church, and in the 
affliction of his heart, O Jeruſalem, if I forget thee, let 
« my right hand forget her cunning ; if I do not remem- 
« ber thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth! 
I fay as much of you all, I cannot forget you. You make 
one of the chief articles in my prayers, day and night. I re- 
member you in publick and in private. For I have learned to 
weep with thoſe that are in tears; and reflect upon the pri-. 
foners as if I was in priſon with you; and this fo much 
more, ſince I myſelf have had the experience of their ſuſfer- 
ings, which makes me more ſenſible of their calamity, and 
their pain more bitter to me. | 
If I have not anſwered you ſooner, Satan has hindered me. 
The accuſer of God's children had a defign to rob me of 
that crown of honour I have wore till now ; nay his endea- 
vours went ſo far, that I was a great while employed to repel 
the inflamed darts of thoſe he had employed to ruin me. For 
he has ſet enemies at work within and without, and has raiſed, 
falſe brethren and people attached to that pernicious ſociety, 
which is the cauſe of all the miſchief that is at this day 
tranſacted in the world. And he has not only kept them 
to their damnable artifices, but a plot of wickedneſs they 
had laid againft me, and which I call a myftery of iniquity, 
had almoſt involved me in the greateſt misfortune that ever 
could have befallen me. But God has defeated the counſel 
of the wicked, and has happily made me the glorious triumph 


Over 


Ne- 
perceived you in France, and at Marſeilles, to be made a 
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over the efforts of Satan, to the confuſion of all his tools. 
You may ſee by this, my dear brother, that we are not ex- 
empt here from his perſecutions, and in the midft of all the 
conſolations, our ſuperiors have granted us in our evils, we 
are not without our thorns, as you have your croſſes. The 
envy, jealouſy, and hatred raiſe us enemies enough; but God 
ſhall be always our God and our Protector. After this at- 
tack, which has made one a publick ſight of angels and men, 
God has viſited me with a long and dangerous illneſs, which 
the phyſicians thought mortal, and I thought ſo myſelf. 
But He who ſends to the ſepulchre, and raiſes from > 
has reſtored me to the zeal of ſo many faithful ſouls, who by 
their pious prayers have interceeded for me and my family ; 
and, amongſt others, the Dutch paſtor of this town, to whom 
I owe the teſtimony of my acknowledgments. And every 
time I remember that ſad condition I was in then, I ſay with 
David: The ſorrows of death compaſſed me, and the over- 
<« flowings of ungodlineſs made me afraid. I found trouble 


© and forrow, but I called upon the name of the Lord, fay- 


4 ing, O Lord deliver my foul ! ** and He has delivered me. In 


this good time, my foul lives, it ſhall praiſe the Lord. Re- 


turning from theſe attacks, and my fpirit enjoying ſome liberty, 
I come to you, my dear brother, to tell you, that upon read- 
ing your letter, I was ſeized with two very different and op- 


was my ſorrow, when, inftead of believing you at Boſton in 
England, and conſequently ſheltered from the ſtorm, I 


gally-ſlave, and loaded with heavy chains: And all this for 
keeping your conſcience pure, by not making a breach of your 
faith, nor bowing your knees 
Saviour, who has redeemed you. 


O the abyſs of the adorable providence of Him who governs 


all things, and directs them to the ends of his purpoſe! You 
thought betimes upon means to eſcape the perſecution of the 
firſt dragonnade in Poitou and Xaintonge, fearing the ſame 
fate of many other unhappy ſouls that fell into their hands, you 
followed the command of Jeſus Chriſt : 4+ When they per- 
<« fecute you in one place, flee into another, &c. You 
went to ſeek for quietneſs as far as the Weſt-Indies. You 
further retired to New-England, where you was naturalized, 
and found your abode in Boſton, where God bleſſed your la- 
bour, and gave you temporal goods, a wife and dear chil- 
dren ; and in the midſt of theſe advantages, being under the 
protection of a great and potent monarch, king W1LLiam, 
you 


polite motions, which were ſorrow and joy. O how great 


to the idol, nor denying our 


__ 


— 
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you could have never believed, that France would have con- 
demned you to the gallies, ſince you was taken upon the high 
ſeas by its privateers, above a thouſand 
own country ; for you was gone from thence before the 

ing's declaration, which contained the prohibition, was pub- 
liſhed. Jonas thought well to embark himſelf to go to I arſis, 
when he ought to have preached jo the inhabitants of Ninive, 
and to be an example of their converſion. Boſton was not 
the place where you ſhould ſhew the fruits of repentance ; it 
was Marſeilles where your fetters ſhould be of edification, and 


| where the ſanctity of your life ſhould be an example to fo 


many finners, a great deal more corrupt than the Ninivites 


were formerly. It is for that end God has permitted it, 


that people have committed fo ſenſible an injuſtice, as to con- 
demn you without law, which was not given but fince you 
left the kingdom, and your right of naturalization ought to 
have tied the hands of injuſtice. But God had predeſtinated 
you to confeſs the name of Jeſus Chriſt before tribunals, and 
to bear his livery, which is the croſs before men. God had 
given you riches, He found it good to take them again. — 


„The Lord had given, and the Lord has taken away; bleſ- 
<« ſed be the name of the Lord! It is he that has called 


and choſen you even in the new world, not only to believe 
in, but alfo to ſuffer for his name's ſake. For it is not of 


him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God, who 
 accompliiheth his grace in you. And this teaches us neither 


to depend upon human prudence, nor upon worldly riches, 


nor upon the promiſes of men. By this we learn never to 
| truſt to our ownſelves in any thing, but that in the midft 


af our eaſe and quietneſs, when we are not actually ſuf- 
fering, we thould be always readily diſpoſed, wherever we 
are, or in what condition we may find ourſelves, to ſuffer 
when God calls us, to be confeſſors and martyrs by vow. 
My ſadneſs is enhanced, when I recollet in my mind the 
cruelties they put you to. For how can I repreſent to myſelf 
that you are treated like a flave, loaded with heavy chains, 
among ſuch wretches, whoſe crimes have brought them to the 


gallies, without ſuffering with you, whoſe virtue ſuffers ſo 


much in the midſt of their vices? How can I think on the 
redoubled blows, you receive from a cruel commander on 
your naked back, without ſhivering? How can I reflect in 


my mind, that you often ſuffer hunger and thirft, that you 
are expoſed to heat and cold, without being affected myſelf ? 


'Thefe, my dear brother, are the evils, which you ſuffer, and 
which I ſuffer with you, as a member of the ſame body. — 
And 
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And all the remedies I can apply here, are the moſt fervent 
prayers to God, that he would be pleaſed to ſupport you 


under theſe great trials, to ſweeten your ſmarting bitter- 
neſſes, to bend and ſoften the hearts of yo your tyrants, and to 


ance of other charitable ſouls, that are able to refreſh your 
bowels, and thoſe of your fellow-ſufferers. We do what is 
in our power in this reſpect ; but above all, to pray to God 
for you. Arm yourſelf with patience, as I pray God, from 
the bottom of my heart, to beſtow the ſame upon you, 
comfort yourſelf with this, that Fs Tos your: ont 
duration, but will ſoon have an end; 
laſt to eternity, and never have nt og 


« a far more and exceeding weight of glory; while we look 
things which are ſeen, but at the things 
cc are not ſeen; for the which are ſeen are temporal, 
«© but the things which are not ſeen are eternal.” Remem- 
ber, that as great as your afflictions are, and as violent the 
fury of the enemies of truth, which you confeſs may be, 
they cannot make you ſuffer more than God permits ; for 
he has put limits to the ſea, and as high as it ſwells its waves, 
he has ad, «© Hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no further 
At laſt remember, that if you ſuffer with Jeſus Chriſt, you 
ſhall alſo reign with him; 883 his high heaven he looks 
down upon his flock fighting under his banner, and calls to 
vou, Be faithful unto death, and I will give you 2 
cron of life. 

I told you alſo, that by your letter I had alſo a mo- 
tion of joy ; for diet be God, tut he has furniſhed us with 
witneſſes of his truth, and made them come, as it were, 
even from the ends of the world. The laſt dragonade re- 
proached us in our great proſperity, that we could not ſuffer 
the loſs of our temporal goods, and that we ſaw no martyr 
among us. Alas! It is but too true, that we have ſeen 2 
terrible baſeneſs in many, one ſhould have thought to be 

very ſtanch. We have ſeen the ſtrong in Iſrael become 
weakneſs itſelf; the husbands giving a bad example to their 
wives, the wives have ſeduced their husbands, the cruel pa- 
rents have brought their tender children as innocent victims 
to the altar of idols; and what is the greateſt ſcandal of all, 
that we have ſeen the ſtars themſelves fall from the heaven 
of the church. It is but too true, that the wild boars are 
entered into the vineyard of the Lord, and made a great ha- 


vock 
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vock there. It is but too true, that whole troops have been 
devoured by cruel and blood- thirſty wolves ; but that there is 
<< reſidue left according to the election of grace; and 
that, to ſtop the mouths of theſe inſolent conquerors, we 
have ſeen martyrs generouſly mount the ſcaffolds, and ſhed 
their blood to ſeal that truth they had confeſſed with their 
mouths. And if the moſt artificial and the moſt inſupport- 
able perſecution would have had more, they might have 
counted millions, as we have ſeen by thoſe illuſtrious con- 
feſſors, whoſe unſhaken conſtancy during many years im- 
priſonment, has forced them to let them go out of the king- 
dom, as they may fee by the number of thoſe that have reco- 
vered themſelves, and of thoſe that are ſtill to this day impriſoned 
in caſtles and fortreſſes, in dungeons and convents ; and as 
one ſces them in the gallies by you, my dear brother, and 
your dear fcllow-ſufferers, my well beloved brethren, which 
I place not only among the number of confeffors, but among 
the martyrs of our Lord Jeſus; the offers they made you at 
St. Malo, and at Rennes, by the preſident and the parlia- 
ment, are of the ſame nature with what the devil made to 
our Saviour, when he carried him into a high mountain, and 
ſaid, „All this I will give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
ce worſhip me. For what did they not promiſe ? Money, 
a veſſel, liberty, the favour and protection of great men in 
the world, as they offered us formerly penfions and prefer- 
ment. But the ſame ſpirit which inſpired your Saviour made 
you ſay after him, Get thee behind me Satan: And 
your firmneſs made you intirely reject all theſe offers, and 
made you prefer with Moſes the reproach of Jeſus Chriſt be- 
fore the delights of Egypt, rather than to enjoy the pleaſures 
of fin for a ſeaſon. And in effect, what would it profit a 
man, if he did gain all the world and loſe his own ſoul ? Or 
what would a man give to-ranſom his foul ? Well then, my 
dear brother, enjoy your choice, and glory in it ; tor as 
hard as it is for the fleſh, be perſwaded it is the choice of 
Mary, you have choſen the better part, that ſhall never be 
taken from you; ſince tribulation worketh patience, and 
patience experience, and experience hope, and hope makes 
not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto us. 

I rejoice again, and thank God, that having thought you 
worthy to ſuffer for his name, he may give you grace to 
ſanctify your ſufferings by the conqueſts you have got over 
yourſelf. And you may know by this, my dear brother, 
that the ſpirit of God acts powerfully upon you, and that te 
| perfects 


——_— 
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perfects bis ſtrength in your weakneſs : You know it, and 
feel it, you ſay, though your fleſh ſtill ſtruggles againſt E: 
When it makes you ſay, with the apoſtle, who willdeliver me 
from this body of death ? The Spirit makes you fay, I can do 
all things through Chriſt, which ſtrengthens me; and you ſay 
with him, O death, where is thy ſting, O grave, where is thy 
victory! The ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength of fin is 
the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. With St. Paul you ſay, Who 
ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation or 
diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or 
ſword ; and you add, ſhall the gallies and the torments 
that attend them ? Nay, in all theſe things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us ; for I am perſwaded, 
that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to 
ſeparate us from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord. The very fetters you are loaded with unite you to 
him : For beſides, that by our ſufferings we are made con- 
formable to Jeſus Chrift, the prince of our falvation, who 
has been conſecrated by afflictions. You can tell him in 
your circumſtances, Here I am, O my God, to do thy 
will; and if thou ſhouldft kill me, yet I will hope in thee. 


It is the Lord, let him do what is pleaſing in his ſight. 


The reflection you make upon my deſolate flock goes to 
my very heart. It is true, my dear brother, that the flock 
which was committed to my charge in France, and which I 
cannot forget, doth not do its duty. That dear flock, over 
which I have watched full ſixteen years, and for which I was 
not afraid to appear before the intendants, and the moſt paſ- 


ſionate governors, and for which I can fay, to have ſuffered 


reproach, has very ill anſwered my exhortations and their 
engagements. The perſons that made up our congregation, 

had proteſted ſolemnly, and with tears more than once, to 
be faithful to God. And although my laſt impriſonment 
for ten months, and my exile for eight years ſince, had ſhew- 
ed them the way they ſhould take, by forſaking all, as I 


| have done; nevertheleſs, they could not bear the loſs of 


their goods, nor their liberty, which keeps them now in a 
cruel ſlavery. Few have left Babylon, and even among 
thoſe that had left it, Daniel Barbier, tired with a lazy and 
debauched life, is returned to the mire, and the teſtimony 
be has got from hence, and from England, is not advanta- 

d 2 | tageous 
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geous to him. He was among us, but was not of us; and thoſe 
who take the name of refugees diſhonour the profeſſion; 
and when the body is purged of theſe excrements, it is all 
the better. May God convert him, and grant him a better 
mind. Some are dead, and many that ſleep have great 
need to be awakened. Would to God that your example, 
and your bonds, might in ſome meaſure contribute ſomething 
to ſo ſalutary a work. O!] would to God they might hear 
the voice that calls to them, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, 
« and riſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light. 
That this voice might awaken thoſe miſerable ſinners, which 
have ſold their conſciences for thoſe places, one could not 
occupy formerly without bearing the mark of the beaft, and 
which one can't keep now, without doing that which the pa- 
piſts call a duty, viz. all thoſe acts of idolatry which are 
practiſed in the Romiſh church. An horror ſeizes me when 
J think, that thoſe who have known the truth, and taſted of 
the heavenly gifts, ſhould thus forget Chriſt. Good God 
How can the judges have the conſcience to condemn a man 
for not having been at maſs? For not having aſſiſted at a 
proceſſion, for not having kept a ſaint's day, for not having 
bowed his knees before an idol, for not having ſent his chil- 
dren to be catechiſed, where they themſelves are convinced, 
that their hearts are poiſoned with the errors they teach 
there, and lead the heart to idolatry. The innocent perſon 
they condemn, doth he not impeach their conſcience, and 
will he not rife in judgment againſt them, if he doth not 
riſe already? And what is moſt afflicting is this, that 

them one finds ſome who have preached the word of truth, 
that have been minifters and lecturers, are become miſerable 
apoitates, which i will not compare to Judas, but favour 
them with ſaying, that they are like Demas, that have loved 
this preſent evil world. I range amongſt this number all 
thoſe that among us have had the honourable charge of elders, 
and are now made prefidents, counſellors, ſheriffs, advo- 
cates, procurators, notaries, uſhers. ſerjeants, bayliffs, to 
take up, impriſon, and condemn their brethren, only be- 
. Cauſe they keep cloſe to their faith, or repent of their fall, at 

a time when their conſcience reproaches them of ſomething 
worſe than cowardice. Alas! thus it is when God forſakes 
thoſe that abandon his known truth. And thus it is when 
the ſtars of the church become frightful comets, who by an 
habit to injuſtice they fall into downright error, that at laſt 
they believe lies. O the depth of the riches both of the 
„ wiſdom and knowledge of God! How unſearchable are 
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his judgments, and his ways paſt out ? I have writ in 
eech that dear flock, and to ſeveral in particular: But 


I can apprehend, they dare neither ſpeak nor write. 
They a are convinced of their crime, even thoſe, who by an 


horrible hypocriſy pretend to be perſuaded, confeſs they have 
done ill, and yet continue to do ſo. And when one tells 
give God the glory, the world ſteps in and blinds 
them. The fleſh ſed .ces them, and the devil lulls them 
aſleep. One cannot leave his wife, another his children, 
which he ſays he will bring up in the knowledge of the truth : 
In the mean time theſe children are taken and put into con- 
vents, and there delivered into the hands of the miſſionaries 
and jeſuits. 

Another cannot leave his houſe, his land, and his vine- 
yard, which he would fain carry away with him, for fear of 
ſtarving in a foreign country, as it happened with Lot's wife 
looking back, when ſhe left Sodom, as if one muſt not quit 
all to follow Jeſus Chriſt, when he calls us, as you have 
done, my dear brother : For neither the remembrance of 
your dear wife, nor loving children, have hindered you 
from doing your duty, having learned, that he who loves 


father, mother, pgs wife, chiles. &c. more than 

=_ Chriſt, is of him. Theſe are the fetters 
ch keep theſ niferable people back. In the mean time 

= do not want ut which they have daily before 


their eyes, of ſuch as riſe again by the grace of God. Whole 
families land in theſe provinces, and in England, where 
they often arrive in whole troops. They ſee others, that 
are ſent into exile, many of which number are the chief of 
the Tremblade, as Mr. Chaveau of Marennes, ſent priſoner 
to the caftle of Nantes, Mr. Rangeard phyſician of St. John 
d" Angles, who after he had been a long time in exile, and 
baniſhed to Menluſen, is at preſent at T houlouſe, that cruel 
city, which has perſecuted the faithful to the utmoſt extre- 
mity. That murdering city has now that confeſſor of Jeſus 
Chrift in its boſom. But all theſe examples gain nothing up- 
on hardened hearts, yet mollified by the eaſe of the world. 
O God ! make them hear thy voice; O God ! omnipotent 
and merciful, who raiſeſt the dead, and who calleſt the 
things that are not, as if they were, breathe upon thoſe dry 
bones, and they ſhail revive, ſay but the word and they 
ſhall be healed. 
Many amon 


them will (, I have not changed the 


faith, I believe ſtill, what I did before, I do not eſpouſe the 
errors of the Romiſh church, I take no part in their idolatrous 


Wor- 
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worſhip. And as Lot dwelt in Sodom without icipatin 
of the impurity oſ that abominable city, and Daniel, 18 
the midſt of Babylon, without adhering to their idclatries ; 
So may | live among papiſts without being a papiſt myſelf. I 
reſerve my heart for God, who knows its motionsand intention. 
Theſe are the frivolous excuſes our poor abuſed people make, 
as if God could be raocked, and as it they were not obli ged 
to confeſs Jeſus Chriſt with their mouth, if they believe in 
him: For with the heart man believeth unto righteouſ- 
neſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is made unto falvation. 
And theſe two things are inſeparable : If thou ſhalt confeſs, 
fays St. Paul, with thy mouth, the Lord Jefus, and ſhalt 
believe in thine heart, that God has raiſed him from the 
dead, thou ſhaic be ſaved. And we muſt not only praiſe 
God in our ſpirit, but alſo in our body, which belongs to 
him, and which he has purchaſed. How can this, what 
they ſay, agree with what they practiſe? They go to maſs, 
as if the temple of idols, and the temple of God were all 
one and the ſame. They aſſiſt at the pretended facrifice of the 
maſs, which is an abominable facrifice, and to which 1 
could apply what St. Paul fays, 1 Cor. x. 20. They hear 
their falſe prophets and their lying preachers, as if Chriſt 
and Belial ſpoke the ſame language. By and by they will be 
accuſtomed to do like others, without having any horror of 
entering into thoſe places, where Chrift is crucified afreſh, 
and where they are convinced, God, whom they call their 
father, is blaſphemed ; and if they do not approve it inward- 
ly, they approve it by their preſence, and outwardly are 
ſpectators. And this is what pierces my very ſoul ; for they 
cannot ſerve two maſters at once, God and Mammon, and 
the moſt favourable thing one can fay of our temporiſers is, 
that they are lukewarm. But they ſhould remember what 
was ſaid to the angel of the church of Laodicea, I would 
thou wert cold or hot. So then, becauſe thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will ſpew thee out of my mouth; 
and their intention will not ſhelter them from the juſtice of 
Him, who ſees and knows all the ſecret corners of our 
hearts. And as a woman that proſtitutes her body, cannot 
avoid the letter of divorce, by ſaying, that ſhe reſerved her 
heart for her husband, altho* her body commits adultery ; ſo 
can theſe miſerable ſouls never find an excuſe before God, 
who abhors hyporites and double hearts. O, my dear brother, 
let us pray, and to you in particular, as well as I in publick and 
private, and your glorious fellow-ſufferers, thoſe glorious 
confeſlors of Jeſus Chrift, join with us to pray for thoſe 
un- 
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unhappy ſouls, that the Lord would rekindle their zeal, 
that they may recover it again, repent, and do their firſt 
works. Let us pray to Him to raiſe up them that are fallen, 
to ſettle thoſe that are wavering, to ſtrengthen thoſe that are 
weak, and at laſt to beſtow his ce to theſe ſinners that 
have ſcandalized us ſo highly. e have already ſeen ſome 
effects of our prayers; in reſpect to ſome in their dying 
hours. Mr, Texter, John Billeband, your couſin Madam 
Guerineau, Mr. Emers the phyſician, and but lately Mr. 
Parris the ary, who died in the Lord, begging par- 
don of God for their fins with tears, to the confuſion oi the 
prieſt, that would ftill ſeduce them; and they have obtained 
mercy ; you ſee, my dear brother, where I find ſome conſo- 
lation. And you have not forgot the cruel treatment done 
ſome years ago to the corpſe of Elizabeth Jarnac at Soubiſe, 
for being returned again in a glorious manner, at the hour 
of her death, in the preſence of the prieſt. But theſe barbarities 
are ceaſed, becauſe the authors have bcen aſhamed of it, who 
ſeeing their rage and unmerciful fury, that animated them 
after the death of the faithful, did not at all hinder the re- 
covery of many more in every where of all ages and ſexes, - 
and of all conditions, ” ww 
I think you very happy, my dear brother, for not con- 
ſulting with fleſh and blood, when the queſtion was about 
confeſſing Jeſus Chrift. The fleſh told you, caſting your 
eyes upon Boſton, there is my wife and my children, what 
will become of them? But I am aſſured that the ſpirit, to 
parry theſe attacks, told you, God is the husband of widow- 
women, and the father of orphans. Thoſe that are of his 
election will never periſh, for the ground of God ftands firm; 
he knows thoſe that are his, none can take them out of his 
bands ; and he has promiſed that he will be our God, and 
the God of our poſterity after us. Be likewiſe aſſured, my 
dear brother, that his providence, who nouriſhes the birds of 
the air, and provides for their neceflities, will not fail to fur- 
niſh neceffaries for thoſe that love and fear him. My grace ſhall 
not depart from thee, ſays the Lord ; he is our ſword and 
buckler ; he gives grace and glory, and witholds no good from 
them that walk in integrity. We experience this in theſe happy 
provinces, where allplaces are full of refugees. They experi- 
ence it in England, in Ireland, in Germany, and »witzer- 
land, where there are great numbers, and where God by his 
grace provides for their lives. Thoſe that do not enjoy plenty, 
have however what is neceſſary for the body. And what is 
more to be valued, we have there the heavenly — in 
| un · 
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abundance, and enjoy a full liberty in the time, when ſo many 
r brethren are ſtarving for want of the word of 


of our poo 
God, and are chained up in their conſcience. 

The objections the miſſionaries made you in your priſon, 
after you had been condemned, on purpoſe to diſturb your 
joy and comfort you had in ſuffering for righteouſneſs fake, 
by telling you, that you ſhould not think yourſelf innocent 
in going to the gallies, ſince you had diſobeyed your natural 
prince: This objection was moſt fit for them; but it was fit 
for you to tell them, that one muſt never obey nor pleaſe 
men to the prejudice of God's command. Thus the apoſtle 
Peter and Se John told the governors that had impriſoned 
them, and did forbid them to ſpeak or teach in the name of 
Jeſus. Judge ye, whether it be right in the ſight of God, to 
hearken unto you more than unto God. And thoſe miſerable 
wretches, who are wilfully blind in the paſſage of St Paul, 
that we ought to obey our ſuperiors not only for wrath, but 
alſo for conſcience ſake, would fain have it, fince they 
knew our doctrine before hand, that religion obliges us to 
obey our ſovereigns, not only for fear of puniſhment, but 
for the love of virtue. Had they not read the articles of our 
confeſſion of faith, which ſays: We hold, that we ought to 
obey the laws and ſtatutes of our ſuperiors, who are the vicege- 
rents and officers of God; that we ought to pay tributes, im- 
poſts, and other duties, and bear the yoke of ſubjection with 
a good and free will, though they are infidels, provided the 
ſovereign empire of God is kept intire. For although one 
would give to kings and magiſtrates, our ſovereigns, a right 
over our goods and bodies, yet God alone has the fole em- 
pire over our fouls, and our conſciences depend upon none 
but him. And St Paul would ſay nothing elſe in that paſſage, 
by which they would blind our eyes, but this, that one 
ought to ſubmit to the higher powers in all thoſe things, 
that are not forbid by the law of God, not only for wrath's 
fake, i. e. becauſe we cannot reſiſt them without being pu- 
niſhed, and without incurring their diſpleaſure, but alſo for 
conſcience ſake, i. e. becauſe the word of God obliges our 
conſciences. For if one would extend theſe words further, 
and follow the ſenſe of thoſe ſeducers, muſt one not fay, 
that St Paul means, that one ſhould ſacrifice to falſe Gods, 
if one lived under a heathen prince who commanded it ? So 
Daniel and the three Hebrew children had done wrong, in 
not obeying the king of Babylon, and letting themſelves be 
thrown, one into the lions den, and the others into the 
fiery furnace, 1ather than to adore the ſtatue of the king- 
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At this rate St Paul himſelf did ill by ſuffering his head to be 
ſtruck off by Nero, rather than ſacrifice to his idols, if one 
ought to obey a prince not only for wrath, but alſo for con- 
ſcience-ſake, in All Things; whereas he faith : << If we our- 
<< ſelves, or an angel from heaven, preach any other goſpel 
«© unto you, than that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accurſed.” | 
What you ſuffered upon your long and painful march, when 
they carried you to the gallies, you thewed us, my dear bro- 
ther, that God had called you to more than one ſort of ſuffer- 
ings, that one evil came upon the heel of another, juſt as the 
meſſengers of Job followed one another to bring the ſad 
tidings. This is the fate of the children of God, who expe- 
rience very often that one abyſs calls to another. But in the 
end the Lord makes known, that he doth every thing for his 
glory, and the good of thoſe that are his. It is for this end 
that he did not permit you to turn back, nor to be overcome 
by the weight ; he rather ſtrengthened you, and proportioned 
is grace and power to your miſery and weakneſs, for which 
his holy name be bleſſed. wp 
We knew already, that the pious and holy converſa- 
ion of our dear brethren, your fellow-ſufferers, had begot, 
Paul, other Oneſimus's in their bonds; and that the 
ir lives, like a ſmell of ſweet favour, has 
at laſt to Chriſt; and you yourſelf 3 
I it, according to the teſtimony you give them, 
Which is to us a great joy, and fingular 22 — 0 
what a difference is this, my dear brother, between the 
converſation of the world, where ill companies corrupt good 
manners, and your holy and chriſtian behaviour, which con- 
verts finners, and ſnatches them from Satan, to bring them 
to God ! O happy confeſſors of the Lord Jeſus, who give ſo 
great an and are of ſo great an edification to us, 
that we muſt ſay with the apoſtle : <« Wherefore, ſeeing we 
* A „ about with ſo gr cloud of witneſſes, 


lay aſide every weight, and the fin which doth fo 

y beſet us, and let us run with patience the race that 

is ſet before us. Looking unto Jeſus, the author and fi- 

<< niſher of our faith, who for the joy that was ſet before him, 

<< endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down at 
«© the right hand of the throne of God.” 

And the more I read your letter, the more I am content to 
find in it ſuch a ſpirit of the goſpel, that it lays before us 
the miſery of our natural ſtate of corruption, under which 
we are by ſin, and which humbles us with the publican 27 
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ſay with him: O Lord be merciful to me a ſinner! Bat 
what conſolation muſt you feel when grace repairs this defect, 
as you ſay you have begun to feel it. Wherefore rouze up 
your courage, my dear brother, for that is a good ſign and an 
holy diſpoſition, God has beſtowed upon you : And He who 
| has begun that good work in you, will finiſh it, for He never 
leaves his work imperfect; and His gifts and calling are 
without repentance.” If you cry, he will anſwer you; 
if you groan, he will ſolace you; if you pray, he will hear 
you. And if your foul ſhould be more diſtreſſed, it is from 
Him flow thoſe waters, that ſpring up into. everlaſting life, 
and thoſe ſalutary waters, of which thoſe that drink, ſhall 
thirſt no more for ever. | 
O how happy are thoſe that hunger and thirſt after 
_ righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be ſatisfied. Ho! every one that 
thirſteth, come ye to the waters, cries the prophet on his 
part. The name of the gallies, where you are, ought to in- 
creaſe your courage, and to animate you with a new force 
of ſpirit. The ſoldier doth not exert his valour, but upon an 
occaſion; the incenſe doth not exhale its fragrancy, but when 
it is put into the fire ; and the roſe ſends her ſweet ſmell from 
amongſt the thorns. So you likewiſe, my dear brother, as a 
true ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, fight valiantly, that you may 
obtain the victory. For he that overcometh, ſhall fit upon 
his throne. May the ſacrifices of your prayers mount up like 
an incenſe to God, and ſpread a ſweet flavour in God's no- 
ſtrils: To the end, that as a roſe and a ſacred lilly among 
thorns, you may preſerve the beauty of your foul, the purity 
of your conſcience, and the holineſs and ſweet odour of your 
life, even among thofe wretches they have given you as com- 
panions, and whoſe impiety are a perpetual offence to 
you. 
l It is the duty of a chriſtian in your circumſtances, my dear 
brother, not to wiſh any evil to thoſe that have condemned 
you, as you aſſure me you do not. You have learnt to bleſs 
| thoſe that curſe you, and to pray for them that deſpitefully 
uſe you, according to the example of Him, for whom you 


|  fuffer, and who prayed upon the croſs for thoſe that crucified 


Him: << Father forgive them, for they do not know what 
they do.“ The wicked, in ſhort, are but the inſtruments 
in the hand of God, which ſhould oblige us to raiſe our 
minds even to him, who ftrikes us, and fay to Him: Thy 
„ judgments, O Lord, are righteous.” But as for them, 
we muſt leave them to His judgments : For after he has cha- 
_ Kiſed his children, he throws the rods into the fire. 
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you have not mentioned Mr Francis Bridon, one | 
of my dear ſheep, he knows however, that I love him par- 


ticularly for his meekneſs, piety, and zeal, which he ſhewed 
ſince the firſt perſecution, forſaking all, though he had a pret- 
ty good eſtate. Aſſure him, if you pleaſe, of my affection 
in the Lord. And if you can ſee him, let him read my letter, 
and tell him, that I pray to God to ſupport and 
him to the end. Be pleaſed to go the like to Mr le Fever, 
whoſe weak and tender conſtitution did not permit me to hope 
he could have held out theſe eight years, as he has done, and 
endurcd all the fatigues and miſeries of a galley-ſlave. But 1 
perceive he is like thoſe faithful antients, of whom St Paul 
ſpeaks, that from being fick, they are become ſound and 
whole. Above theſe eight years I have prayed for him. Pray 
tell him that Mrs Lattai is gone to Ireland, and Mr Mouſ- 
nier and Broſſard are at London. The latter has his wife 
and children ſtill in France, and is now above ſeven years 
ſince he left France. My dear couſin, Madam de Fonger- 
main and her daughter, are at Steinberg about two leagues 
from hence, and every time we meet we remember him in 
our prayers; aſſure him that I love him very affectionately 
in our Lord, and that I wiſh him and you, and all our ge- 
nerous confeſſors, an happy deliverance. In the mean time, 
my dear brethren, poſſeſs your ſouls in patience. Vet a little 
while, and the Comforter will come. And when the Re- 
warder of our works ſhall appear, you will after the combat 
find the victory and triumph, after affliction the conſolation, 


after reproach the glory will follow; and at laſt, after ou 


have been faithful, He will give you the crown of life. I be- 
ſeech Him from my heart to grant you that grace. 

Adieu, my dear brother, I embrace you a thouſand times 
in our Lord, and fo I do all our brave confeſſors, my very 
dear and honoured brethren, and your fellow-ſoldiers. The 
grace and peace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you all. 
Amen. I am with all my heart, 


Vour very humble, and very obedient ſervant and 
brother in our Lord, 


J. MORIN, Paſtor. 
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P. S. My wife and children _ you, os Fen th 
Mr Bridon, and with me for ray you like- 
pray you. 4 | -T 


wiſe for us. Mr Michel Mouſnier, 
your hands, and takes part in your ſufferi 

This letter was deſigned for a conſolation of our faithful 
cenfeſſor, but did not come to his hands, becauſe, as has 
deen ſaid already, he had been removed from the gallies, 
and clapped up in the priſon of the caſtle at Marſeilles. 
I be patience he ſhewed in all thoſe trials, wonderfully edi- 
fied all thoſe that were witneſſes of it. His pious and chri- 
ſtian diſcourſes engaged the attention of the whole crew. 
The example he gave of an holy and religious life, attended 
with a ſweetneſs which is the real character of chriſtianity, 
made him to be admired by the moſt wicked wretches. Ihe 
| horror he ſhewed againſt all fin, the care he took to convince 
thoſe that were in error, and to inſpire the depraved with a 
fenſe of holineſs, made many to profit by his good inſtructions, 
but many more profited by his example, ſo that they began 
to ſay with the Jews of old, when they heard St Peter's 
ſermon : „ Men and brethren, what ſhall we do? And 
thus it happened that this dear confeſſor in following our Sa- 
viour's command: Let. your light fo ſhine before men, 
faw the fruit of what the kind Redeemer adds: That they 
may glorify your Father which is in heaven.“ For there were 
many that gave glory to God by being converted, And this 
was what irritated the chaplain of the galley ſo much againſt 
Neau, that he contrived all the means his hatred could inſpire 
bim with, to redouble his pains, till he was tired with making 
him ſuffer, and ſo ill uſed ; for he ſaw after all, that our con- 
feflor had an invincible averſion for the Romiſh worſhip and 
the maſs, which he always looked upon as an abominable ido- 
latry, and at which they could never force him to aſſiſt, 
whatever violent means they uſed againſt him. This chaplain 
then demanded that he. might be taken out of the galley, 
Jooking upon him as a peſtiferous and poiſonous fellow, loading 
him with a thouſand injuries, and doing as many outrages a- 
gainſt him, proteſting at the ſame time, that he would read 
no more mals, as long as he was in the galley. And thus he 
got him at laſt to be tranſported to the citadel, But our 

confeſſor had reaſon to ſay with David: Though they curſe, 
«vet bleſs thou, O Lord my God, Pf. cix. 27. 

It was the fifth of May, 1694, when he was put into 
a dark hole. The governor who commanded in that caſtle, 
died ſhortly aſter, to the great regret of our confeſſor, _ 


quainted one of his couſin germans, 
m, t up in the caſtle at Marſeilles to depri 
him of writing. In his letter he ſays: I had the 
6 y, my dear and honoured couſin, to receive your 
© letter. You may well be appriſed, that it is not but with- 
© out great difficulty to write or receive any letters ſince they 
have put me here to hinder me from writing: But God, 
© ſays he, has means, men know nothing of. Your letter has 
© ſurpriſed and rejoiced me at the ſame time; for you acquaint 
me not only with the news of my deareſt ns, but alſo 
© of the whole family, and of that dear couſin, Henry Neau, 
© I love with all my heart. You know very well, that it is 
c ſeven years ago, I have not had the honour of ſeeing you, 
and that is the very reaſon of my ſurpriſe. I knew very 
© well that you was a refugee, for my dear ſiſter Suſan 
< ſent mie word of it about five years ago, when ſhe went to 
New England, according to my defire, where ſhe was mar- 
© ried about three years ago to a very honeſt and wiſe man of 
the Tremblade. I congratulate you, dear couſin, to the 
© increaſe of your family, and I pray to my God to bleſs it, 
and grant you the ſatisfaction to attend and educate them 
© to his glory.” And upon mentioning that his friends were 
loath to write to him for fear his enemies might take an oc- 
caſion, if they perceived it, to increaſe his ſufferings, he an- 
ſwered : What do you apprehend, my dear couſin, by writing 
to me! What can they do to me here, as long as they won't 
eaſe me of my chains, and ſet me at liberty, which however 
I do not defire as yet? But I wiſh to glorify my Creator in 
my bonds of fleſh and irons. I am content, provided the 
Great Name of the Lord is praiſed in all; and you tell me, 
that the ſame is glorified in me by the dear members of Chrift, 
which have made themſelves exiles to avoid making ſhipwreck 
of their faith. I rejoice, whenever they praiſe him for the 
benefits he has done them. My only aim is to make the 
7 of the Lord known in all natiors, if I were able. 
If I could make the walls of my priſon ſing, and make them 
rehearſe the ſongs of praiſes to my God, I ſhoul ] do it with 
pleaſure. However, that doth not hinder me with heart and 
mouth to magnify the name of His holineſs. But, my dear 
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couſin, I am too little to praiſe that adorable name, as I 
ought. Affiſt me, I deſire you, to bleſs him; but what 
do I ſay, you have already begun, for you tell me, that you 
pray for me, for which I thank you: The thanks render d 
by many are an effeCtual balſam, that ſoften my wounds, 
that are deep and infected. May the Almighty God, and 
the God of truth hear you from his throne, and repleniſh you 
with as much purity in your manners, as you are in faith to 
his glory, and the ſalvation of your ſouls. I am very much 
obliged to Mr Gorgeon, who, you ſay, has enquired after 
me and my family; I do not deſerve to be regarded by that 
boneſt gentleman, not having the honour to know him. 
My family is not in Europe, but in New England, and con- 
fiſts of two little children ; the firſt fruits of our marriage 
was a girl, which God took from us the eighth day after it 
was born. I left my dear wife upon the point of being 
brougfit to bed, ſhe had but one little boy eighteen months 
old, who began to ſpeak. I have been two years without 
hearing from them, but at laſt the Lord had pity on me, 
and ſent me ſome news of them by the hands of Meſſieurs le 
Boiteux, which I had neither ink nor paper to anſwer, fo 
T was obliged to write with a pencil to thoſe gentlemen, which 
was all I had about me. 
After the death of the governor, I mentioned before, 
the major of the citadel took the command upon him, who 
not being able to endure to hear our confeſſor ſing the praiſes 
of God ſo often, he removed him to another dungeon of the 
caſtle, where he ſtayed till the month of July 1696, when 
they tranſported him to the dungeons in the caſtle d' Ve, 
which is a tower raiſed upon a rock in the midſt of the 
fea, half a league from Marſeilles, So that he ſtayed 27 
months in the caftle of Marſeilles. 
This major, of whom I ſpeak, left him no conſolation 
at all, either for writing or reading; on the contrary, he 
took away his books, ink and paper. But God, who is to 
be magnified in finding means, when he vouchfafes to fa- 
vour to his children, found ſome to our confeſſor, and that 
was a pencil, which he found accidentally in the bottom of 
his pocket, by which he made his circumſtances known, 
and deſired ſome ſupport he wanted. The chief of which 
he begged were books of piety and devotion. And God 
furniſhed him with an Engliſh Bible, and by this means he 
found abundance of conſolation the remaining time of his 
impriſonment. But this, however, was not without great 
difficulty: For they watched him narrowly, and did » 
: mu 
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much as they could to hinder him from writing. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, he made known, that God was ſo good to 
him, that he not only gave him ſome ſpiritual comforts, but 
furniſhed him alſo with means to have an intercourſe with 
his friends. To him, ſaid he, be all praiſe, power, glory 
and majeſty forever. 

He ſuffered, however, a great deal in this terrible dungeon, 
for the dampneſs of it touched his breaſt ſo much, that they 
writ from Marſeilles, they were afraid of his life. But, al- 
though his ſufferings were very hard, yet he was ſo fully 
reſigned to the will of God, that writing upon this ſubject ; 
It is the charge, faith he, the Lord has impoſed upon me, 
His yoke is eaſy, and his burden is light, for he himſelf 
maketh it light and agreeable. | 
One may perceive the diſpoſition of his mind better by 
_ peruſing a letter he wrote ſince to one of his other conſeſſors, 
who bore his pains ſo generouſly, that I may well call him 
one of our illuſtrious confeſſors. You ſee here, how he 
ſpeaks to him. gen 
The ardour of your charity has ſo charmed my heart, 
t that I cannot forbear to cry out with the perfect lover of 
« the Lord: My foul is ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, 
and my mouth praiſes him with ſongs of gladneſs. Thou 
cart my ſtrong God, whom I ſhall celebrate. Thou art my 
God, whoſe praiſes I thall ſing all the days of my life. 
< Praiſe is well-becoming to thoſe that fear the Lord. The 
« facriice you have made to him, by ſending me this Bible, 
c is acceptable to him, and I firmly believe, that the odour 
c of thankſgiving, which I render him, mount up to the 
© throne' of his infinite mercy, and are well-pleaſing to him 
© in his well-beloved Son. I aſſure you, that I have found 
© my heart with the royal prophet to praiſe the Lord. Praiſe 
© the Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me, bleſs his 
© holy name. My foul be thou employed to glorify his holy 
© name. O God, I will declare the praiſe of thy name 
© among the nations, and will publiſh thy righteouſneſs with 
< ſongs of triumph. O how ſweet is the Lord, and how ad- 
© micable is the ſmell of his perfumes. It is a balſam, which 
< diſperſes itſelf in all the faculties of thoſe ſouls that adore 
« him in ſpirit and truth. It inſpires the inmoſt center of 
my ſoul with a loving fear, which ardently deſires to glo- 
« rify him in all the duties of a perfect obedience. His 
« brightneſs diſpels my darkneſs, which was more palpable 
than that of Egypt. The ſweetneſs of his grace, which he 
© vouchſafes me to tafte in meditating upon his liberalities, 


leaves 
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© leaves no room in my heart for any thing that doth not re- 
© oard Him. But all overjoyed, as I am in the of his 
© love, I cry out: O how great are thy benefits thou haſt 
C or thoſe that fear thee: And O m God, what 
© ſhall I render thee for ſo great benefits? not your 
© heart burn within you, my well beloved brother? And 
© doth not Jeſus Chrift, who is the divine Sun of our ſouls, 
© glance, the moment I ſpeak to you, a ray of his divine 
© face into your foul, to kindle your affections with the fire 
© his love ? The worldlings are wont to ſay to the object of 
_ © their hearts, How heavy are their chains ! But I fay juſt the 
< contrary : OO Lord, how eaſy is thy yoke! avi thy duv- 
© then, how light! My heart bears it with abundance of 
c pleaſure. How happy are you that for theſe nine years 

© always born theſe ſweet chains! Your love is like a burn- 
< ing oven, which communicates its heat to all that approach 
< it. And how can I call you otherwiſe than the pearls 
c of the Lord? You that are the off- of the world, 
« the ſacred temples of the Holy Spirit ; you that are 
« of lice and bugs, as the jewels of the right 
« Almighty ; you that are the objects of the hatred 
2 of Satan? O, my dearly beloved brethren, be 
< courage, we are approaching every day nearer the, end 
c our labours, the ifſue then will be the more glorious, 


longer theſe pains have laſted. The judge and faithful wit- 
« neſs i at 1 if he tarries a little it is but to exerciſe 


Fran 


«wb amo 
< not think I flatter you 411 GS the Lord orbid 
« ſhould have ſtill a treacherous maſk. All I fay is a conſtant 
« truth, for which you ought to render all the praiſe to God. 
« For it is He, that dwells in your hearts, doth not permit any 
_ © impurity-to remain there. I know very well that you are 
c not without faults, and know you are afflifted for them, 
and that is the cauſe of your greateſt trouble. But that 
© is nothing, r to thoſe that love God. 
© And it is neceſſary there ſhould be ſome defects in us to keep 
cus in humility, without which we could not pleaſe God, 
«© becauſe his infinite greatneſs cannot be pleaſed but with 
hearts that have low thoughts of themſelves. Let this ſuf- 
* fice to proye my fincerity in the opinion I have of 7 
6 ve 
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ſing a Veni Creator, 
i This raiſes ſuch a 
jealouſy in me, that I muſt cry out: O Lord, look upon theſe 
© blind miſerable wretches, take the hardneſs of their hearts 
away, and let them ſee their fins.” ” 
The mutual flames which were burning in the hearts of theſe 
faithful confeſſors to ſtir up a reciprocal emulation among 
themſelves for the love of God; theſe lively exhortations, by 
which they encouraged one another to perſeverance ; theſe 
ſelf-denials, theſe fervent deſires after holineſs, this ſtrong 
averſion to error, and the pollution of the world : Doth not 
all this evidently ſhew, that the ſame God who had given 
them to believe, and to ſuffer, would alſo grant them perſe- 
verance of faith, and ſtedfaftneſs in tribulation ? | 
As much care they took to deprive Elias Neau of writing 
to his brethren, God yet made him find means to inform his 
| Paſtor of the ſtate his foul was in. Nov. 14, 1695, he ad- 
dreſſed a letter to him whoſe extract I here inſert, with which 
the pious reader will be edified, when he finds this dear con- 
feſſor full of the love of God, and in full hopes of an happy 


iſſue of all his combats, which made him ſing hymns of 


thankſgiving to his Creator and glorious Deliverer. He 
faith : | | 8 


 Clnce the Divine Sun of righteouſneſs favours me with 2 

little glimpſe of the light of nature, and opens a door 
to write to you; I believe, fir, that I cannot better employ 
this moment of time, which I entirely devote to the glory of 
my Creator. Otherwiſe I am perſuaded, that as unworthy as 
I am, your will pardon the liberty I take of doing 
what Iam obliged to do. The long and admirable letter you was 
pleaſed to ſend me, obliges me to a ſingular acknowledgment, 


' though it has not come to my hands. The inſpectors of our 


miſery watch us continually, and the ſure guard they keep 
has been the cauſe of the loſs of your dear letter. But I deſire 
you not to be troubled. at it, as if your labour had been in 
vain, For the faithful to the God of my heart, that are in 
Chains, have read it, and have been greatly edified and com- 
forted by it. What you have writ was too ſublime for me, 
and fince I was unworthy of it, the Lord has not permitted 
it to reach me. But what ought to conſole you about this 


loſs is, that thoſs who have ſeen it, have a more pene- 
| i | trating 


42 | The Hiſtory of Ex 148 "as: 


trating ſpirit, and a more clean heart than I. However 1 
muſt confeſs to you with ſincerity, that I would fain have it, 
but there is no help for it, except you had a copy of it left, 
and would have the goodneſs to ſend it me. Since the time 
I have not had the honour to write to you, I have met with 
an infinite number of ſharp trials, both from men and demons. 
But who is without trouble in this world! The miſerable 
find a conſolation, when they are not alone, but in company, 
they ſet all their wits at work to find out ſome alleviation of 
their miſery, cr ſome encouragement to bear it with more 
facility. But here I find nothing of all this. Sir, I am alone 
deprived of all company, obſerved by the centry, that watch 
me inceſſantly. O tow unhappy ſhould I be, if the God of 
my ſoul did not make me ſay with aſurance : I am not 
<< alone, for I have my well-beloved with me! In ſhort, 
| fir, it is he alone that dries up my tears with his paternal 
gocdneſs. But a goodnels ſo great, that the higheſt ſeraphims 
- Can never expreſs nor publiſh its infinite praiſes. do not 
pretend, fir, to give you a juſt deſcription of the mercies 
the Lord beſtows upon me; you know very well that I am 
not able, but I would impart to you as much as I can with 
my pen, the graces I know and can expreſs, to the end I may 
excite you to render thouſands of praiſes to that glorious mo- 
narch, who protects me with ſo many great mercies. But 
fince Satan ſpreads the ſnares of vanity in publiſhing the good- 
neſs of my God, I will prevent all that, if I can, that I may 
not attribute the leaſt praiſe to myſelf, the human heart, and 
particularly mine, is ſo greedy after. You know me, fir, 
but not thoroughly. Take your fight off from me, and 
like an eagle fly to contemplate the Diyine Sun, obſerve 
bis immenſity, and penetrate as far as you can, all his gran- 
deur. But I pray you ſtop to admire his goodneſs, which has 
ſupported me in my fins, without caſting me into the gulph of 
hell. How many millions of ſouls are in hell, that have not fo 
much deſerved it, as I have! But if that ſame goodneſs dothnot 
excite you to ſay to him : Thy mercies, O God, are higher 
ee than the heavens, larger than earth and ſea, and deeper 
than all the abyſſes; Hear, I beſeech you, fir, the emi- 
nent goodneſs of the Supreme Deity which has created the 
whole univerſe, and all things therein, without ſtanding in 
need of them, being infinitely ſufficient to himſelf. I was 
ia the American iſlands. In that time this Omnipotent God 
- ſent me a ſharp affliction. Then it was that he began to 
ſpcak to my heart, and gave me his love; but mine igno- 
| rance 
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rance made me like that blind man, who beheld men like trees, 
when our adorable Saviour touched his eyes the firſt time. 
For I loved God, but I did not know him enough to have 
him always in my thoughts. I diſtracted myſelf impudently 
among the creatures, yet I perceived always a ray of light 
glimmering in my heart. And this makes me fay, that the 
chriſtian church has reaſon to teach, That a fincere faith 
never is abſolutely loſt, but that ſooner or latter it will pro- 
duce its fruit of righteouſneſs, becauſe God takes care to 
lead it to perfection. py, 

Here you ſee, fir, the beginning of infinite mercy ; but 
fince I am here, the good God of my heart has put again his 
hand not only upon mine eyes, but alſo his fingers into my 
ears to open them. He has drained the waters of corruption 
from my heart; O may that glorious God be bleſſed for ever, 
who has vouchſafed to regard ſuch a man as I am ! The rays. 
of his face have penetrated my ſoul, and has melted my crimes, 
as the ice is melted by the fun. Who can admire enough 
fuch a great mercy? This immenſe charity has made me 
ſenſible of the ſcent of his perfumes to that degree, that the 
inferior part of my ſoul jumped for joy in the preſence of my 
God, as David before the ark of the covenant. I can affure 3 
you, fir, if I had had an hundred mouths, my ſoul had 
willingly prepared every where an agreeable confort of praiſe 
to my dear Creator and Redeemer. Do you not admire a 
God fo good, who has made fo fooliſh a piece of fleſh as mine 

is, to deſire in ſpirit to bleſs God, even to an abomination of 
all the pleaſures of this world? What do you fay, fir, to fuch | 
a goodneſs ? doth it not raiſe a thouſand praiſes in your heart? 
I conjure you to join yours with mine, and to pray to this all 
good and merciful God to enlighten me more and more, and 4 
to forgive all my abominations for the love of his well-beloved | 1 
Son; I have no more ſo great and ſenſible conſolations, but 1 
my God doth not leave me without ſome teſtimonies of his | 
goodneſs, My diforders cauſe me very great and frequent 
ſpiritual afflictions; but my God gives me always courage by 
the perſuaſion, that he defires not the death of 2 ſinner, but . 
that he is faithful and juſt. Since he has begun the good work 
in me, he will finiſh it to his great glory and my ſalvation. 
My adorable Saviour promiſes a hundred fold to thoſe who 
forſake all for the ſake of his love. But I can ſay to his praiſe, 
that he has given me a great deal more, for he makes me prefer 
one moment of his preſence to the longeſt life and the great- 
eft tranquility of this world without him. My priſon is mar- 
vellouſly converted into a place of liberty. But as we are told 

eee bother wiſe, 


3 
1 1 
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otherwiſe, that by tribulations we muſt enter the kingdom of. 
God, theſe joys do not continue always, for every thing has 
its proper ſeaſon. Here is the place of combat; I am in the 
midſt of the enemy's camp: I muſt conquer, or periſh for 
ever. There is no combat without blows, and no blows 
without wounds. Wherefore I defire you to do the office of 
Moſes, while Iſrael fights againſt Amalek. I have declared 
to you my miſery with candour and fincerity, and the 
mercies of my God towards me. I conjure you by the blood 
of that adorable victim, that was offered for us, to aſk of 
him for me, what he knows to be neceſſary to be faithful 
to him even in the moſt frightful death, by an invincible per- 
ſeverance, grounded upon a firm confidence in the infallible 
promiſes he has made us. But though I am in the enemy's 
camp, or rather in the ſea, mixed with fire and ice, this doth 
not hinder me from ſinging the ſong of triumph to the power- 
ful mercy of my God, who always triumphs in my combats. 
It is that glorious Lord, who tells me: Fear not thou 
worm of Jacob, for I am thy protector. And TI ſhall cele- 
brate him as long as I live, and glorify him as long as I have 
any being. I deſire you once more, fir, to beg of him a true 
humility of heart for me, for it is that chiefly, Satan raiſes all 
his batteries againſt to take the reſt of the place. And though 
I employ all my forces to defend it, yet Igain very little ground. 
My comfort is however, that God looks upon the combat 
and the combarants, &c. Sir, I am infinitely obliged to you 
for the pains you have taken for me, who am ſo unworthy 
of your regard. Your goodneſs will excuſe my boldneſs, 


ſince it tends only to glorify. my God, by declaring the ſen- 


timents of my heart. I take the liberty, if you pleaſe, to 

aſſure, with a profound reſpect, your dear ſpouſe and chidren, 

for whom ] intreat my God to make them true imitators of 

their father: And I beſeech you to believe that I am with 
the utmoſt reſpect, 


Your moſt humble, 
And moſt faithful ſervant, 
ELIAS NEAU. 
This letter, dated Nov. 14, 1695, was writ at the citadel 
of Marſeilles, where our confeſſor ſaid till the July following, 


1606, from whence he was transferred to the caſtle d' Te, 
as faid before. That 


were delivered to the grand 

whether that officer did not underſtand id 
the pleaſure he was going to do to 1 
whether God touched his heart, to grant him that, what he 
preferred to gold and filver, when they 
gave him his books. And as the ſame God would have him 
enjoy that comfort the remaining time of his i 
in entring the caſtle d' Ve, God blinded the inf of our 
confeſſor, that they did not ſee thoſe valuable books, which 
cauſed him from that time to proſecute his ſtudy and comfort 
with double diligence. 

After his arrival there, they put him up to the top of 2 
tower, where he ftaid about fifty days. There he had an 
opportunity to view the waves of the ſea, the ſight of which 
gave him an occaſion of compoſing many ſweet and pious 
meditations. 

At the end of thoſe fifty days, he had ſpent in that tower, 
they drew him from thence, and put him into a dungeon, 
which was cover'd with two arch roofs, where he was de- 
prived of the light of the ſun. There he remained fix months 
quite alone, and after that they removed him to another dun- 
geon, where he found three others of his brethren, but it 
Was no leſs diſmal nor leſs frightful than the former. Neither 

 wasSit to alleviate the condition of our dear brother, but to 
eaſe the trouble of the Goal-keepers, that they had put them 
„ for inſtead of his being forced to viſit four dun- 
geons, he did go only to one. 

Notwithſtanding the obſcurity of the place, which incloſed 
theſe faithful — where darkneſs reign'd at high noon, 
and maugre all the vigilance of their guards, oo Lal open'd 
a means to Elias Neau to write two letters, in one and the 
fame day, to different perſons, one to Meffieurs le Boiteux, 
merchants at Amſterdam, to whom this teftimony is due, 
that their piety forgot nothing at all, that was poſſible for 
them to alleviate the pains of theſe noor ſufferers ; and the 
other to Mr. Morin, his paſtor. Zy the extract of theſe 
letters, one may ſ:e the melancholly condition, and the pro- 
found miſery theſe faithful ſervants of God, and confeſſors of 
Jeſus Chrift were in. In the firft, to the above-mentioned 
— Elias Neau avows » preſent that he writes but 


by 
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by feeling, and in great pain to ſee what he doth, after which 
de ſpeaks thus: EET 


1 change of the priſon they put me in, fince I had the 
honour to write to you, and the divers miſeries, that 
| have befallen me, furniſh me with materials enough to ſalute 

you anew. The difficulty of writing is ſo great, that I riſk 
to flip this opportunity, I find, to give you an account of 
part of the miſeries and perſecutions, they have unjuſtly in- 

ficted upon me. The Lord knows, that I never yet made 
any complaints of them: Wherefore I tell you but fome 
part of them. For if I was permitted to relate all that we 
fuffer, one could not believe it. No, Sir, there is no ſuch 
life as this is. It requires the pencil of a ſeraphim to give 
you 2 true idea of it. The outward aſpect he ſhould give 
you, would make you tremble. If our ſouls were not ſup- 
ported by an infinite power, we could not live in this de- 
_ plorable ſtate. I pray you to think upon a life a man could 

lead in a dungeon, without any light, but what comes thro” 
the crevice of a door, the window being ſhut up. I have a 
fack upon my ſhoulders, the cap of a ſlave upon my head, and 
God, whom ] adore, knows, that I have wore this cap theſe three 
years; ſhirts of packingcloth, without ſhoes, for they givenone, 
drawers of the ſame ſtuff the ſhirts are of ; forbid to ſpeak to 
any perſon, who dare not give us any books, no not of the 
popiſh religion, without fire or candle. I ſhould tire you, if I 
thould tell you all the ſtrictneſs, which they continually ob- 
ferve about us. Would you not confeſs, that one could call 
this life a living death ? But if I tell you, that, for want of 
the light of the natural ſun, the ſun of grace darts its beams 
into our hearts, which, by their virtue, imprint a joy which 
cannot be expreſt, nor perceived, but by thoſe that have an 
experience of it. If I ſhould tell you that this ſort of life is 
more ſweet and agreeable than all the moſt eminent temporal 
profperities, what would you fay ? Such I am within, by the 
grace of God. If I were abroad, and ſhould talk at this rate, 
one might tell me perhaps, that the remembrance of my paſt 
_ evils was ſtifled in my heart, by the enjoyment of temporal 
kberty. But God, who penetrates the abyſſes, and ſees all 
the motions and faculties of my foul, knows that I love one 
hour of my languiſhing life better than a whole year of the 
moſt happy worlding. It is true there are often ſome ſorry 
moments very terrible to fleſh and blood ; but God is always 
at hand to ſweeten the bitterneſs by his infinite goodneſs. 


After 
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After this, our dear confeſſor, imparts to thoſe gentle- 


men the reaſons why they changed his priſon twice at the 


caſtle of Marſeilles, and why they tranſported him, with 
ſome others, to the caſtle d' Ve, which I think worthy for the 
readers curioſity to know. And theſe were not only his ſing- 
ing of pſalms and ſpiritual hymns he had compoſed, conſiſt- 
ing of words and tunes, which people, that do not 
ſerve God in ſpirit and truth, and are not acquaint- 
ed with the language of Canaan, are not able to hear nor 
taſte ; but alſo becauſe they found, that he ſpoke to a poor 
confeſſor, that was in a dungeon below him, loaded with two 
chains, and had ſo much tormented him, that his brains were 


turned, and went quite mad becauſe of his torments. As 


for their tranſport to the caſtle d' Ve, the reaſon was, that 
the major of the caſtle had permitted them to write to their 
relations and friends to let them have ſome money for their 
neceſſities, upon condition that he ſhould ſee their bills. 
This, as God would have it, was noiſed abroad, on purpoſe 
to bring ſome people, and even the merchants 'of their cor- 
reſpondence, into trouble. Thus they would deprive them 
of all their intercourſe, either with their friends or fellow-con- 
feſſors, not ſuffering theſe unhappy people to communicate 


their miſeries to others in affliction, but alſo to hinder them 


from a mutual aſſiſtance, in their preſſing neceſſities, chriſtian 


charity requires. There were ſome _ confeſſors 


who received ſome ſupport from their relations or friends, 
but they would not permit them to ſhare it with others, 
though they never had ſo great an inclination to it, and 
thoſe upon the gallies had the leaſt ſhare, becauſe the eyes of 
their Argus's were continually watching them, nay, pro- 
ceeded ſo far in their barbarous cruelty, that at a time when 
they permitted ſlaves to walk two two about the eity, 
either to beg or work at their trades; what they got the Co- 
mite claimed as a tribute, for the liberty granted them to go 
abroad; and even this liberty was denied to the confeſſors 
of Jeſus Chriſt, though they were in a ſtarving condition, 
whereas they allowed it to the worſt of wretches, whoſe enor- 
mities had brought them to the gallies. 


I remained there, adds our confeſſor, in the ſame letter, 
twenty three months, in a chamber at the caſtle, and muſt 
do the governor the "juſtice after his death, that he gave me 

leave from time to time to write for bills of exchange, pro- 
vided he ſaw the bills I writ ads but after his death they 


have 
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me ever ſince, and ſtudied to find out means 


put me — 
the governor's abſence, and who could not bear to hear me 
| plalms , and therefore put me into a dungeon, where 1 
brought me hither. I was a long time 
quite alone, but at the end of two years they brought tree 


that all theſe bills were drawn . who 


money 
whether he could produce a proof, that the money belong d 
| r. But fince he could not an- 


feſſors, they forbad him to deliver the money, unleſs be 
could prove by letters, that it belong'd to every one of us in 
particular : And he durſt not declare the perſons from whom 
he had the money to deliver to us, for they had undoubtedly 
been ruined. Thus they will not have us receive any money, 
unleſs it comes from our relations or friends ; and he that has 
any, is not permitted to ſhare it among his ſuffering brethren, 
much leſs to thoſe upon the gallies. As for us that are in 
dungeons, we have means enough to ſhare with our brethren, 
though we are ſeparated from one another ; our Mercuries 
ſerve us faithfully. LI do not know, gentlemen, why they 
have put us here, for they have not accuſed us of any thing, 
except they find fault with our letters, which have made a 
noiſe in foreign countries, and the ſpies thereof have made 
it known at court. There muſt be ſomething like this, for 
there is but five of us here, the others are left at the calle; 
but we that are here, they regard like ſtrangers and enemies 
of the ſtate, becauſe we were out of the kingdom. They 
deny us money, that we may not be ableto get Mercuries to 
ſerve us. In the mean time, thoſe Fr furniſh 
others with it. The Lord be praiſed, the ſame ſpirit 
that the multitude of believers in the primitive church, , 
one heart and one ſoul, rules and dwells among us. We 


poſſeſs nothing in particular, which is not with joy made 
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tommon between us: I am, however, richer than thoſe 
gentlemen imagine, not in money, for I have none; but 
in books, which I value more than filver. God doth 
wonders every day. They have left me an Engliſh bible, 
and ſeven ſermons, with ſome other Engliſh books, all the 
while I was in the caſtle, which I atk'd for when I went 
from thence, and they were given to the Grand Prevot, 
whole heart the Lord inclin'd, that he delivered 'em to me 
in the boat. When we came hither, God Almickty blinded 
the eyes of the ſearchers, and I kept my books. If the re- 
lation was not too prolix, I could give you a full deſcription 
of every particular, and a large ſubje to admire the wiſdom 
and juſtice of God. However, I have told you enough to in- 
vite you, Gentlemen, to ſing praifes and thankſgivings to the 

Lord for it. And thus am I richer than mine enemies can be- 
lieve in my greateſt poverty. If they knew how rich a 
man is that feels the countenance of the Lord ſhining upon 
his ſoul, and had the experience of that inward joy, which 
is beyond expreſhon, they would treat us quite otherwiſe, 
*Tis here we experience the truth of that oracle, my 
« ſtrength is perfected in weakneſs.” For juſt as God has 
created a world of wonders out of nothing, fo he is pleaſed 
to manifeſt the power and efficacy of the blood of his moſt 
well-beloved Son, to ſupport us in all our neceſſities. Who 
elſe, but an infinitely liberal God, can furniſh Graces ſuf- 
ficient for all our wants at once ? fo that evcn the body is 
oftentimes delighted therewith. By this you may judge of 
the diſpoſition of ſpirit, when quite raviſhed with admiration 
of the immenſe bounty of his creator, he cries out with 
David, Praiſe the Lord, call upon his holy name, make 
© known his wonders to all people, ſing praiſes unto him, 
© publiſh his adorable works every where, ſeek the Lord and 
© his power, ſeek his face continually, let the hearts of thoſe 
< that fear him, rejoice.” Is God fo ſweet in the midft of our 
bitterneſs here, what will he be, when we ſhall be ſwallowed 
up in the immenſe abyſs of his love, when we ſhall ſee him 
face to face? What joy will then be to leave a dungeon to 
enter into an eternal palace, where the fervants ſhall all appear 
as kings! To go from darkneſs to be admitted into the 
ſource of everlaſting Light, and from bell to paradiſe ? O 
how charming is that meditation. Pray, Gentlemen, pray for 
my perſeverance, and for thoſe of my ſuftering brethren. 
Pray to that merciful God, the leaſt of whoſe works are 
great miracles, that he may embrace our fouls. As for me 
1 promiſe never to forget you. I ſend two letters incloſed, 
8 On 


— * 


dear for them. For as it was leſs charity * the hope 
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one for my dear paſtor, and the other for my wife, be 
pleaſed to difpatch em where they are directed. Your 
goodneſs will excuſe the liberty I take. I falute you with a 
profound reſpect, and remain, 


ELIAS NE AU. 


The ſuperſcription of this letter was to Meſſ. Paul, and 
Peter le Boiteux, merchants at Amſterdam, dated July 2oth, 
1696, and wrote from the Iſles of the caſtle of V, near Mar- 
ſeilles. It appears by ny 2 — it was not without great la- 


bour and difficulty, any helps could be conveyed to eaſe the 


of thoſe poor fafferers, beſides they alſo paid 


Hs 


gain, that mov'd thoſe that did them theſe kind offices, the 
conftefiors paid a crown for every letter they received, 
ſides one fifth of the money that was remitted to them, was 
deducted, becaufe of the riſk and danger that thoſe were ex- 
poſed to that ſerved them. However the confeſſors thought 
it a happineſs that ſome were found, who for the fake of gain 


F | 


were any way obliging and true to them. 


| The letter that Elias Neau wrote the fame day to > his 


it to convince the perſecutors in — own hearts, that nothing 


was more oppoſite to truth, than the falſe accuſation laid to 
them of writing againft the ſtate; ſince on the contrary, 


they made it a point of duty to be ignorarit of thoſe things 


that concern'd this world. But that the clergy were defirous 
to find fome new pretext to cover the eruelty they exercis d 


with ſuch fury on fo many poor innocents. And in this 
place he can't forbear charging the 
procurers of the redoubling of thoſe pai 


flicted on theſe dear confeſſors. If I was, fays he, in a pro- 
< per place, and had time, light, and paper ſufficient for that 


c purpoſe, I could produce ſuch demonſtrative proofs of it, 
© that notwithſtanding all their care to hide themſelves from 


the eyes of men (not being able to hide themſelves from the 


eyes of God) I ſhould convict thoſe hypocrites.” He 
chiefly meant the jeſuits, for they made uſe of thoſe that 
commanded on the gallies, to exerciſe their cruelty upon 


them : the Comites, men of barbarous tempers, were their 
j— 


And 


. . 
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And they were the men, who under the vail of piety, and 
the pretext of converting fouls, obtain'd in the firſt year of 
the dragonnading perſecution, a miſſion to preach in all the 
gallies during Lent, in order to compel all the ſlaves to come 
to confeſſion. In this employment they ſtuck cloſeſt to thoſe 
that ſuffered for religion, and as theſe would not hear them, 
the jeſuits told them they labour'd for their converſion, but 
they gave them this anſwer, Phyfician heal thyſelf. | 
The confeſſors being thus determin'd not to liſten to thoſe 

ſeducers, the eaſier to ſhut their ears to the enchanters, 
whilſt the miſfionaries were preaching, ſome of the faithful 
wrote, others read, which fo irritated the preachers of lyes, 
that they required the Comites to cauſe what they wrote to 
be examin'd, as alſo the books they read. But great was 
their ſurprize and their confuſion, when they found none 
but books of piety, full of an holy union, both for doctrine 
and practice, and that the letters they wrote, contain'd no- 
thing but what tended to the glory of God, and the edifica- 
tion of their neig r. And all the confeſſors aim'd at, 
was to ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh themſelves in the faith; in- 
deed in fome of them they complain'd of the rigour that 
was exerciſed on poor wretches, who were guilty of nothing 
elſe but ſerving God with purity according to his word, and 
all this ſower d the ſpirits of theſe miffionaries ; for they could 
not bear thoſe morals, whoſe purity condemn'd theirs, and 
that a doctrine fo contrary to their ſentiments, but all founded 
upon the word of God only, ſhould be defended and main- 
tain'd by a ſmall number of poor men in chains, who durſt 
reſiſt them to their face; it gall'd the jeſuits to the quick, to 
find themſelves openly charged with being the authors of the 
perſecution, and that it was they animated the inſtruments of 
violence againſt the ſheep of Jeſus Chriſt, whilſt they call 
es the companions of that compaſſionate Saviour, 
who ſays to all ; Learn of me that am meek, who always re- 
turn'd good for evil, and who, when he was reviled, reviled 
When they had ſearch'd the confeſſors books and letters, 
they found ſome that had been wrote to them by fome mini- 
ſters that were out of France, and who from the extremity of 
their baniſhment, ſought theſe dear ſheep, exhorting them 
to perſevere in the faith. Thoſe that were wrote by the illu- 
ftrious Jurieu, had made ſo much noiſe, and produced fo 
much fruit in the opinion of the miffionaries, not to ſtir up 
the furious zeal of the jeſuits on this occaſion ; they there- 
fore carried their complaints to the biſhop, and as it is ol 

g 2 with 
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with theſe proud over- bearing ſpirits, they laid a plan for 
their future conduct in this matter; and to this purpoſe they 
required two things, which they cafily obtained; firſt, that 
ſame of the confeſſors, viz. ſuch as had moſt zeal and capa- 
eity to oppoſe their deſigns, ſhould be removed from the gal- 
lies, and ſhut up in black dungeons; and the next thing was, 
that thoſe confeſſors that remain d in the gallies, ſhould be 
forbid to converſe one with another, this Mr Neau takes 

notice of in his letter to his paſtor. 
Tis true, ſays he, that from the beginning of the perſecu- 
tion, they made uſe of the ſame weapons againſt us, as the 
beathens did againſt the primitive church, they always hin- 
der'd any fort of communication, whether foreign or in the 
nation, but the means they uſed then were not ſo rough as they 
are now. They will not ſuffer us to enjoy any books to buſy 
us in our diſmal ſolitude; they will not allow us to receive 
any relief from our friends, but ſtint us to the king's pay 
fo cur ſubſiſtence. Thus you ſee, they have two things in 
view in depriving us of the benefit of receiving any money. 
Firit, to debar us irom the ſervices of the Mercuries, for 
* of dem will run the hazard of being put in the gal- 
es t1.:mfuves for ſerving us, if we have not wherewith 
vnn them for their trouble and danger. Secondly, 
y k.0w what are the ragings of hunger, and now that 


ions are dear, the king's pay, to which they reſtrain 
us, aFords us but a meager ſuſtenance. Thus they ſtrive by 


all means to overcome the patience that God gives us: thus 
they are reſolved to vanquiſh our faith, and conquer our ſouls 

by the hardſhips they inflict on our poor ſkeletons. In the 
mean time they perceive not, or at leaſt feign not to ſee, 
that herein they directly attack God himſelf, ſeeing his 
Juicice is concern'd as well as his goodneſs in feeding us; he 
claims glory to himfelf in giving food to the young ravens : 

he it is that nouriſhes the fiſhes and inſeAs, as well as the 
reſt of all his creatures; for as he is the life of all lives, fo 
he is the ſupporter and protector of life, and here are men 
that will kinder God from exerciling his providence on the be- 
half of poor ſouls that he has created in his own image, re- 
deemed by his blood, and which he ſanctifies by his Holy 
Spirit. They think but in vain, that he who cauſes the 
rays of his divine face to ſhine in the hearts of theſe 
poor chained priſoners, will not grant wherewith to ſupport 
their bodies. Can they offer a more violent outrage to 
his divine goodneſs, than thus to ſnatch the bread out of 
our hands? Ah, Sir, how do! pity theic our perſecutors, 


how 
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bow wretched is their condition? Oh ! did they 


know what 
God doth for us, what grace he ſheds in our ſouls, they 
would be raviſh'd in admiration, and would own publickly, 
that all the pains they take :o deſtroy our faith, are vain 
and fruitleſs, ſince God is himſelf the ftrength and the defen- 
der of it. But they think otherwiſe, and ſhould we tell 
them a hundred times over that God pours into our ſouls 
ſuch delicious ſtreams, as make us love to ſuffer, to the 
end we may glorify his power, they would not believe 
it ; and thus they go on in trying all ſorts of means to 


overcome the power of God. But if they would conſider 


that we are but men, uncapable of ourſelves, without a di- 
vine help, to bear what they inflict upon us with ſuch in- 
Juſtice, and ſo much cruelty, they would be forced to give 
glory to God. But they are blind and deaf, and unleſs 
that God, againſt whom they are ſo outrageous, doth him- 
ſelf open their eyes, they will not fee that arm of his, which 
is ſo openly ſtretched out to ſupport us, &c. 

After this, chat dear confeſſor goes on to beg the prayers 
of miniſters and people, from the pulpit and in the cloſet, to 
uſe his own words, he begs hem for himſelf and his dear 


companions in ſufferings ; but, adds he, chiefly for me, 


that God may fulfil his work in me, the work of his 
immenſe goodneſs 2nd infinite charity. Mine eyes, he goes 
on, are ever looking unto the Lord, for he ſhall pluck 
my feet out of the net. He faith, he had but little light in 


his priſon, but nevertheleſs he ſaw him that is inviſible : I am, 


faith he, confined within a little corner, but by good luck, 
it is but my body that is contin'd, my faith is not ſo, the 
God of my falvation makes the ſame riſe unto him to ad- 


mire his infinite compaſſions in raiſing me from nothing, 


even from the nothing of my pollutions, to praiſe his mercy 

in theſe chains. For altho' tis but the juſtice of God which 
is made known by the juſt chaſtiſements his providence has 
ſent me; yet, Sir, it is true, I cannot paſs by in filence the 


many mercies he vouchſafes to me without ingratitude. Nay | 


I muſt fay, that my expreſſions are not able to give my neigh- 
bours a true idea to excite them to praiſe a God ſo magni- 
ficent in his love and compaſſions. I know by experience, 
that the publication of mercies received, may give a handle 
to Satan in a heart of pride like mine; but the wiſdom of 
God doth not want means to deſtroy the work of his 
enemy in a heart that is entirely devoted to the will of 
God, and reſts affured in the promiſes of his divine — 


| 
| 
f 
k 
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In the mean time, I can ſay with aſſurance, that all the mi- 
feries I ſuffer, which are without contradiQtion, very great 
in number, are gloriouſly ſwallowed up in the inexpreflible 
charms of the power of grace wg th wry wt Ap » an 
in fincerity, it is me to for my everlaſting 
happineſs. 33 I to 
the eyes offleſh, that there is no man that ſees it, but muſt 
be ſtruck with horror: yet I taſte here a moſt delicious fla- 
vour. I beg you, Sir, earneſtly, and conjure you to render 
thanks and praiſes to my creator, and to beſeech him to grant 
me the perfection and the continuance of his divine love. For 
my part, I never forget you nor your dear family. I pray to 
God to pour out all his graces upon you here upon 
and to crown you at laſt in his glorious ki with 
everlaſting bliſs to adore him eternally. I likewiſe the fa- 
vour to pray for my wife and my dear little children in New 
England, and for my father and mother that have had the un- 
— 4 "i 1 ſalute you with all that reſpect I 
c. 

The welfare of his family this dear confefſor had very 
much at heart; I do not ſpeak only of his family in New 
England, but his family he lefe in France, which were over- 
come with a great many others by the tion. When 
he was ſtill at liberty, he had faved one of his brothers, and 
one of his ſiſters, which is married at Boſton, and wiſh'd to 
be 2 Joſeph to all the remaining in France. This made him 
in his dungeon think upon means to ſave thoſe whom God 
had made uſe of to bring him into the world; and ſince 
he had heard a few months after he had writ to his paſtor, that 
his mother was dead, by a letter of his fiſter Rachel, he had 
ſtill in France, to which he ſent an anſwer, Sept. 14, 1696. 
to which all thoſe that ſtill were unhappily ſtooping to Baby- 
lon might apply themſelves, by making — upon what 
he ſaid there; by which one may eaſily ſee, that it flowed 
from a heart which was animated by the Spizit of God, and 
repleniſhed with his love; fo that be ardently longed for 
the ſalvation of his neighbours, The letter itſelf ſpeaks 
thus: 

The infinite providence of my ſovereign protector, has 
fent me your letter, my dear ſiſter. Tis a teſtimony of 
the love of my God, who never is weary to multiply his 
favours without end. You have pierced my heart with a 
deep and ſenſible ſorrow, WA acquainting me with the 
death of my dear mother. I have before mine eyes the 
paved way the whole world mult paſs through. I know 

tis 
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s there that are 
tear of repen 

my dear fiſter, that thoſe that 
im in the life to come ? O be not deceived, but 
know, that nothing is more difficult than the way 
the kingdom of heaven. Thoſe that have given 
their love on earth, will never find the infinite 
our God. The delights of heaven are too chaſte 
by impure fouls. Do you believe, that thoſe 
ve lived in the pleaſures of this world, and given 
looſe of all its demands, ſhall enjoy the eter- 


5 


proach are the way to life everlaſting. I know very well, 
my dear ſiſter, that the pleaſutes of ſenſe, when they are in- 
nocent, are harmleſs; but tis dangerous to carry a hot 
coal in one's boſom without being burnt, and very dif- 
ficult to uſe this world without abuſing it. For this rea- 
ſon I would lead you to virtue, my dear ſiſter, whilſt 
you are young, I would perſuade your foul to reſiſt the 
charms of concupiſcence, and not become a ſlave to the 


fleſh, 


5 
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fleſh, which is the unhappy companion of fatan, and the 
mortal poiſon devouring us day and nizht. Think therefore, 
my dear ſiſter, on that enormous crime you have committed 
in imitation of your parents, and on that terrible ſhipwrack 
which has, as it were, ſwallow'd you up in a ſea of miſeries. 
The waves of the juſtice of our God, have they not ſur- 
rounded you above theſe twelve years? I mean, have you 
not added fin to fin ever ſince that time? This is the very 
reaſon why God has withdrawn his grace, that that grand fin 
might draw an infinite number of others after it, Hark ye 
therefore to the voice, which ſtill calls to you by my mouth 
from the bottom of my dungeon : come ont of Ba my 
people, ſhake off your ſins, and weep bitterly for them. 
Think on death you can't avoid, and examine your conſcience 
to know whether you can appear before God's tribunal with 
any aſſurance. If the ſeraphims tremble upon the leaſt ſignal 
before him, and if theſe ſublime intelligencers are not pure 
in his eyes, how can you, who have turn'd your back in the 
time of battle, and have not kept the faith conſtantly to finiſh 
the race ſet before you? Do not flatter - yourſelf with ſome 
good opinions you might have. God will have no ſuch 
halves, he requires the whole heart without diviſion, if you 
ſubſtract any thing, he abandons it to fatan, for he will 
have all or none. And this is ſo true, that he repeats the 
fame four times in one verſe: thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, with all thy ſoul, with all thy 
mind, and with all thy ſtrength. Here you ſee the look- 
ing-glaſs he ſets before your eyes, look into it and ſee whe- 
ther your whole heart is given up to God, viz. whether you 
love God with a ſincere, humble and contrite love. Obſerve 
the affections of your ſoul, and examine them whether they 
are all for God. Look whether your ſpirit is occupied about 
his knowledge, to embrace him with all the light of your un- 
derſtanding, ſo that you may employ all the ſtrength of your 
body and ſoul to obey him conſtantly. Conſider, how he 
will be loved with a love of gratitude, obedience, know- 
ledge, and a love of perſeverance, which is grounded upon 
that experience one cught to have of his goodneſs, You ſee 
here, my dear ſiſter, whom I love entirely, the propoſitions 
J make you. My aim is to ſnatch your ſou] from the 
_ Jaws of death, therefore give me your hand, and retire 
from the grave of your fins; weep night and day for 
having offended ſo great and dreadful a God; let your eyes 
become two fountains of tears to waſh your foul, and 
ſue for his grace to open the wounds of our wes” 
b 
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ble Saviour to efface all your ſpots that are ſo deep. Do not 
defer your repentance till to-morrow ; for alas! the next day 
is not in our power ; but while the light ſhines yet, make 
haſte to run the way of righteouſneſs, and give your eye-lids 
no reft, *till you have obtain'd pardon of all your firs, and 
receive the impreſſion of the ſeal in the bottom of your heart · 
God is infinitely merciful to thoſe that fincerely repent, but 
his juſtice is likewiſe infinitely ſevere to ſuch as perſevere in 
their fins. Remember above all, that it is not enough to have 
the purity of faith in one's underſtanding, except it is accom- 
panied with the purity of life and converſation, without 
which our faith will but condemn us the more. At laſt 
I defire you, my dear ſiſter, to think betimes upon the great 
voyage towards eternity, ſince our life paſſes away with great 
ſwiftneſs, and death comes and ſnatches us away with vio- 
lence from the arms of thoſe we love moſt tenderly, &c. 

This confeſſor, after ſome farther diſcourſe, ſubjoins at 
laſt: God has enabled me to triumph in my chains over the 
fury of my perſecutors. He has placed me by his almighty 
grace above all they can do to me. I do not fear death, tho” 
ever ſo terrible, and ſacrificed my life to God with ineffa- 
ble joys. The living death they have made me ſuffer for 
theſe five years paſt, is more inſupportable to the fleſh than 
death itſelf. Yet all this while, my adorable Jeſus makes 
me experience the truth of his promiſe, that there is none 
that forſakes all things for his glory, who doth not receive an 
hundred times as much in this life. You ſee, my cear 
ſiſter, what ſupports my hope, and nouriſhes my faith, and 
this is what eſtabliſhes my perſeverance. Pray for me night 
and day, at noon and at midnight, as well as morning and 
evening; and falute all that wait f-r the kingdom of God. I 
with you all regenerated and ſanctified hearts and fouls, pierced 
with ſorrow for having offended our creator. I embrace you 
and my brother with all my fraternal affections, wiſhing that 

the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jeſus, the great ſhepherd of fouls, may make you ſo live in 
his grace, that you may one day revive again in bis 


glory. 


The following letters give us to underſtand, that lis ſuf- 
ferings, far from ſhaking his conſtancy, did but itrengthen 
it the more, and that the divine grace repleniſh'd his heart 
more and more with zeal and love, ſo that he was. made 
in all things more than conqueror. The letter he wrote 
from the camp of the Lord, as he calls it, at the 

| | h caſtle 
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caſtle d've, near Marſeilles, Nov. 5, 1696, to Mr Mo- 


rin, is as follows: 
Sir, 

F any expreſſions were capable to give you a true idea 

of my prefent condition, you would be raviſhed with 
admiration of the providence of our God, who opens the 
door of my pit to come as far as to you, maugre all the 
pains they take to hinder me from going abroad. I fay 
again, Sir, if you could conceive the barriers I muſt croſs, 
and the condition the juſtice and mercy of my creator keeps 
me in, you would be in a rapture in admiring the means 
which providence employs to exerciſe its grandeur : for I am 
become a ſpectacle to angels and men in the courſe God has 
deſtined me to irom all eternity, being tied to the altar where 
Jam to be ſacrificed. I hope it will not be taken amiſs, if I 
take the liberty to give you an abridgment of my perſecu- 
ti me, fince 3 have had the boldneſs to chalk out the liberality 
of my author. If you have at leaſt received ay letter, I 
have not told you one word about the pains they have put me 
to, becauſe the ſweetneſ of grace ſwallowed up the ſenſe of 
my ſatterings. You may eafily j judge they had no mind to 
make me more happy by changing my condition of a gally 
ſlave into that of a prifoner : for, in effect, they deſign'd 
nothing leſs than to multiply and to prolong my torments ; 
yet it o happen'd, that inftc ad of the evil they thought to do 


me, they did me the greateſt good. I longed for ſolitude, 


and God made me deſire it fervently; the ſame goodneſs 
which inſpired me, has procured it for me, by contounding 
the counſel of mine enemies through his infinite power and 
wiſdom. For as ſoon as I faw myſelf i in ſolitude, I imme- 
diatcly applied myſelf to ſearch into the knowledge of myſelf. 


And as I had a little knowledge of God, but more of his 


love than his knowledge, I judged myſelf worthy of hell ; for 


I ſaid, ſurely Gd is fo good, and fo juit, that he could ne- 


ver afflict me with fo great a deluge of evils, without a very 
Juit reaſon. This conſideration brought me very low, even to 
my verv nothing, and made me reflect upon my abominable 
life paſt, with deteſtation. Nay I went ſo far in my reſearch 
of it, that I abhorr'd it without being able to bear myſelf. 
At that time I began to experience the effect of the promiſes 


of my God, when ſinners return to him, and he receives 


them into his grace. I was then overwhelm'd with graces, 
and overflown with chaſte delights, in ſo much that I forgot 
all the world, and myſelf too. In a word, God opened to 


- me the wounds of my redeemer to waſh away the impurities 


ot my foul, Thus I was eaſy for ne and twenty months, 
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as lang as I was confined to my little chamber, where I learnt 
to know and love (od by admirable contemplation, All this 
is about my inward ſtate. Now I muſt acquaint you with 
my outward circumſtances, the ſenſe of which I had quite 
loft, as I told you before. I was drefs'd like a gally flave, 
and fo I am fti!l, with a cap like a flave upon my head: 
and God, who with his efence penctrates all the faculties of 
my ſoul, has enabled me to wear this cap for theſe three years 
and a half paſt. I lay for fifteen months upon a poor carpet, 
without any ſtraw or mat, no perſon permitted to ſpeak or 
come to me without a particular permiſſion of the governor. 
There was a poor faithful underneith me, loaded with 
two chains, becauſe he ſung our pſalms with a loud voice, 
and they had never found out that I ſpoke to him till 
after three and twenty months ; but they changed my cham- 
ber immediately, yet not without great threatnings, that 
were as unjuſt as fruitleſs. There I ftaid one month in 
that ſecond chamber, and becauſe I ſung pſalms, they 
put me into a dungeon, where I was confined forty days. 
The firſt of July of the ſame year, Mr grand Prevot came 
with his archers or bailiffs, very early on a fine Sunday 
morning at four o'clock, and fetched me from my grave, 
together with the aforeſaid poor faithful. I ſ:ppoſe they were 
aſhamed to produce us in open day-light to the view of the 
people, and therefore had ſhut t e windows of the caſtle, and 
hurried us away with great precipitation. Alas ! if they 
were not wrapt up in cruelty, and had not armed fury itſelf 
againſt us, they could not help pitying us. 5 
Repreſent to your view, men, whom they carry from 
one dungeon to another, dragging their gn which 
are nothing but ſkin and bones, whoſe viſages create com- 
paſſion, white as plaiſter, with beards as long as their hair, 
full of lice and bugs, that eat us up. In this miſerable 
condition they led us to this fortreis, from whence J 
take the liberty to ſalute you. They put us imme- 
diately into little holes, with hardly fo much light as to 
eat our bread ; and from that firſt dungeon I have taken the 
liberty to write to you. About a month before, they 
had brought three other faithful ſouls hither from the cattle, 
which were taken from the gallies a year after me, but we 
never have had any communication together at the cn le. 
At our arrival here, they ſeparated us, and put cer, one 
of us at as great diſtance from each other, as they cuulyd, 
on purpoſe that we might not hear one anther fing p'.. ms, 
But the trouble we gave them to guard five prifons, ha ob. 
liged our keepers to get a permiſſion from court to put 
h 2 She, us 
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us together, which was granted, provided they gave us no 
light. The 20th of Augufl they made us deſcend into two 
ditches, the three firſt into one, and my fellow-ſufferer and 
myſelf into the other. But I was always ſolitary, the Lord 
be praifed ; for they gave me an ideot, who was always 
childiſn, and would not ſpeak one word to me. Theſe 
Gtiches are at the bottom of two towers, arched over, where 
there is no air but what comes through the hole of the en- 
trance, and are full of ſtench and naſtineſs: neither have 
we any day-licht, as if God had not created the ſhining 
bodies of the firmament to enlighten the earth. We lie up- 
on a little naſty ſtraw, and God, who ſces my heart, knows, 
that the very vermin come from our rags, and crawl along 

the wall. 

In this condition they ſtill render our yoke the more 
heavy, by maxing us hve merely upon the king's ordinary. 
The know very well that one gets but little for five pence, 
eſpecially at this time, when all things are ſo dear. We 
have offer'd them to keep the money allowed us, if they 
would give us the worth of it in victuals; but they will not 
hear us. And as if that was not enough to oppreſs us, they 
are reſolved to puſh their cruelty to its laſt extremity. Thus 
when we are ſick, they refuſe us the affiftance of a ſurgeon. 
For the air here made us fick, by leaving the caſtle, fo 
that we were ſeized with a ſever. V'e begg'd leave of the 
governor to be blooded; but he ſent us word, that he would 
rather ſ-e us dic by a piſtol. We had recourſe to God, and 
he curd us. 

New, Sir, have T not reaſon enough to ſay, that J am up- 
cn tle altar, where I ſhall be facrificed i But there is a great 
many other things I cannot repreſent, as the frequent viſits 
they make us in order to feirch us „ and to take away our 
writing materials from us. But the Lord laughs at them. 
Tr freors as if J heard his voice in the center of my heart, 
which tells me, as to his prophet Eſaias: Cry aloud, ſpare 
nt. life up thy voice like 2 trumpet, ſew m My people thy 
{ui fiter; nes, and declare to them the g's To of my mercy. You 
fec, Sic, how they aMict every one of cur ſ:ns at once, by 

making them ſuffer the torment each is capable of. They 
een, even to drown our ſmell, by making us dig holes in 
our ditches for our neceſſary r ; but thoſe that are or- 
der'd to take care of our daily nouriſhinent in our languiſhing 
condition, oppoſed this themſclves, becauſe there was no air 
in gur ſcpulchres, and by — the Cocr, they muſt of ne- 
ccLty ou ticipate of the ſame evil they deſign'd to inflict upon 


us, 
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us, and therefore make us pay two · pence every Sunday for 
the trouble the ſoldier takes with us upon theſe occaſions; 
and if once the money is wanting, they do not fail to exact 
it; for they will not let us have any; and beſides, they make 
us pay dear for every thing, to ſee the ſooner an end of our 
income. But the Land has them ſtill in deriſion, for he 
has already favoured me to get ſome under hand whilſt I am 
here. And I am fully perſuaded, that as he takes care of the 
young ravens, ſo he will extend his providence over me unto _ 
the end. Thoſe that are witneſſes of our ſufferings, ſay, 
tbeſe people muſt needs be great criminals, fince they 
take em from the gallies, where they are miſerable, to re- 
duce 'em to a condition infinitely more melancholy ! Alas, I 
confeſs, that I am all over naſtineſs, and cover'd with filth 
in my miſerable body and in my foul; and by giving glory to 
God, I ſay to him with a contrite heart: thou art juſt, O 
Almighty God, and all thy judgments, tho' impenetrable, 
are full of equity. And I acknowledge, O Lord, that thy 
mercy is infinite in the very ſenſe of pain, conſidering the 
greatneſs of mine iniquities. But it is not becauſe I have af- 
fronted the rock of my ftrength, that they afflict me with 
a living death, but it is on the contrary, becauſe I would 

not increaſe the number of my crimes with idolatry. They 
cannot produce the leaſt ſign of any crime againſt me, by 
which they could prove, that they have any right to make 
me ſuffer ſuch a terrible multitude of evils. I ſhould have 
been careful enough to ſkrecn me from the eyes of m 
neighbour, had I had a mind to do the works « f the devil: I 
might have appeared like a whited ſepulchre to their eyes. 
But he that has his throne in an unacceſſible light, would ea- 
lily diſcover the moſt ſecret motions of my ſoul ; therefore 
he chaſtiſes me, and I bleſs him for it with all my heart. I 
love his juſtice as well as his mercy, and as afflicted as I am, 
my condition is become agreeable to me, nay very delightful. 
*I'is true the fleſh has an abhorrence for ſufferings, but by 
the grace of God it is no more maſter ; neither ſhall I con- 
ſult its taſte, to purſue its intereſt. On the contrary I per- 
ceive, that its ſentiments lead to death, and that the being 
which God has given me, ought to be raiſed above what 
is ſenſible, to ſet all its actions in a true light. Wherefore 
my fleſh may well cry, but I have no ears to hear it, and 
though its confuſed noiſe cauſes me many diſtractions, yet it is 
the caſe of all thoſe that will live by faith. I look upon 
the will of God in every thing that befalls me, even to the 
prick of a pin. They have put me here into the _— 
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of the earth: I ſay, the Lord will have me reſound his divine 
praiſes under ground, as I did the air three years fince, almoſt 
like St Paul, to whom it was told, As thou haſt teſtified 
© of me in Jeruſalem, ſo muſt thou bear witneſs alſo at 
Rome.“ Therefore I laugh at all they do to me by the 
power of grace, which ſhews the virtue of its admirable 
power in my infirmity ; and I hope, like David, to triumph 
over the Philiſtines, and to enter one day, that holy city, to 
enjoy the preſence of my ſovereign good. I know very 
well, that it is through many tribulations we muſt enter 
there. This is what makes me ſay in the midſt of my ſuf- 
ferings ; let them bruiſe my bones, and broil my marrow up- 
on live coals, provided the glory of God is manifeſted there- 
by, I am content. He has not given me my being but 
for that end, and it is very juſt, and highly requiſite, I 
ſhould conſecrate it to him; and I am fully perſuaded, 
they cannot pluck one hair from my head, without his 
divine permiſſion. Therefore, if they do me any ill, tis 
his wiſdom orders it fo for his glory, but it all turns to my 
eternal advantage. I acknowledge that my viſible and invi- 
ſible enemies are the inſtruments of my ſanctification, and 
upon this account I ſay; it is good for me that I have been 
_ aMiQed, for before I went with full ſpeed to hell, but now I 
keep thy word. I will conform the love of my will, to 
the light of my ſpirit. And altho' I fay I will, yet I 
never pretend to fay that I am able to accompliſh it of my 
own ſelf, the Lord keep me from ſuch a preſumption. I 
know alſo, that this good will is a mere free gift, but I hope 
and believe that he who has given me the will to live well, 
will alſo give me the power to perform it. This is my faith, 
J profeſs, I know it by experience; tis God which works 
both to will and to do of his good pleaſure. 

Tis now time to have done, I perceive to have tired you, 
and defire you therefore to forgive me, Sir, and let your 
charity cover my infirmity. I fay what I can, and not 
what I would; you know my capacity, and this makes 
me believe vou will excuſe me. I have received but one 
anſwer to all my letters I have wrote ſince my impriſon- 
ment, and that acquainted me of the death of my father the 
very moment, when I was deprived of day-light. You may 
well judge what a great many temptations I have been in up- 
on that account. But the king of kings makes me overcome 
all, bleſſed be God. I have not had the honour to receive 
one of yours fince I have been in chains, tho” I * i 
auded 
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ſuaded it is not your fault. However, I am ſtill in hopes, 
ſome will come to my hands in ſpite of hell and ſatan. I 
take the liberty to entreat you to redouble the fervour of your 
prayers in the pulpit and cloſet for my perſeverance, and for 
the perfection of that charity, which is poured out in my 
heart. I ſalute with a profound reſpect your dear ſpouſe and 
children, praying to God to make you all true pillars in his 
1 and eternal temple, and vowing to remain as long as 

live. | | 
Sir, Yours, 


The vigilant care they took to hinder our ſuffering bre- 
thren from having any communication with any body, was 
the reaſon why we had no news from Mr Neau theſe nine 
months, and it was by a fingular favour of God, that this 
dear faithful ſoul found means to write the following letter 
from the camp of the Lord, as he calls it, Aug. 16, 1697. 
The providence of the God of my ſtrength has at laſt favoured 
me to receive one of your letters, which has happily come to 


my hands, with another from my wife, which Meſſ. le Boi- 


reux has been ſo kind to ſend me. I confeſs to you ſincerely, 
Sir, that I cannot ſufficiently admire the goodneſs of my 
_ adorable protector, who ſignalizes his infinite charity ſo 
magnificently towards ſo vile a creature as I am. Oh! 
what ſhall 1 render unto the Lord for the multitude of his 
mercies I receive? my heart is too narrow to contain all the 
acknowledgments I owe him. I am perſuaded, Sir, that your 
ſoul, full of charity, overflows like water before the throne 
of God in publick and private, for an increaſe of his divine 
love, to nouriſh my faith, and to ſupport my perſeverance. 
And what is it that a true paſtor can do elſe, ſeeing one of 
his poor ſheep, that is weak and languihing, attacked by 
an almoſt innumerable multitude of wolves * And my God 
knows, that my heart is entirely ſenſible of the paſtoral care 
you are ſo kind to take for me; and for which 1 ſhall pre- 
petual acknowledgment. You are in the right, Sir, when 
you fay, that I muſt be aſſiſted from on high to ſupport me 
under thoſe violent affaults I have to encounter. And if my 
oppreſſors would render juſtice to the living God, they would 
ſay, that nothing but his divine power could ſupport me in 
my preſent exile. But the eyes of their underſtanding are 
quite blind. O! how do I bemoan their diſmal condition! 
The Lord knows, that I pray to him in tears, that he would 
not lay to their charge the evil they make me ſuffer, without. 
than 
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thanks be to God, ever giving them any juſt cauſe. I hum- 
bly beſeech him to give them a better underſtanding, and 
hearts to love him more purely. I know very well they do 
but deſpiſe my prayers, and look upon them as unprofita- 
ble: but I hope, that if they do not ſerve them, I ſhall at 
Lft reap the fruit of them on that day, when God ſhall 
reward every one according to his works. 
I ought to thank you, Sir, with all my heart, for the libe- 
rality of your charitable ſoul, which extends itſclf even to my 
miſerable body. I am unworthy of your regard, and how 
ſhall I be grateful enough for your goodneſs towards me? 
In the mean time I accept with a thouſand thanks, the pre- 
ſent your love makes me, which J ſhall ſhare with pleafure a- 
mong my fellow-ſufferers. I muſt acquaint you, Sir, that 

that poor faithful ſoul, who was my companion in the pit, 
and who kept ſilence to all the world to the laſt moment of 
his life, is now dead. They have changed my pit, in the 
mean time, and put me to the other three faithful, which I 
mention'd in my former letter. They brought the priefts 
to him in his laſt moments, with the holy water in his hand. 
But being dumb, he made ſign with his hands refuſing it; fo 
the prieft took it way, and left him dying. We were told, 
that they buried him, but we are not ſure of it. Here we ſee 
2 generous end, and I defire no other. I hope you will con- 
tinue your fervent prayers, that I may perſevere to the end, 
and I ſhall never ceaſe to give you real proofs of my acknow- 
ledgment, and 


I remain with all the reſpect I am capable of, 
ELIAS NEAU. 


P. 8. My three affociates defire me to ſalute you on their 


The cruel perſecutors of our brethren ſeeing they were not 
at all ſhaken by the different torments they had made them 
ſuffer, tried at laſt to ſtarve them. To this end they made 
them ſpend the king's ſmall allowance in divers expences, ſo 
that paying for every thing very dear, they had not where- 
withal to buy a morſel of bread, and what they gave them 
was dry and mouldy, and did forbid every body upon the 
greateſt pain to give them any aſſiſtance, in ſo much, that 
a ſoldier was hanged for having furniſhed ſomething to one of 
theſe faithful ſufferers. 5 


The Hiſtory of Ex iAs Nx Au. 65 


Notwithſtanding this ſeverity, ſome good people tried their 
utmoſt efforts to ſend theſe illuſtrious confeſſors ſome relief, 
that by the bleſſing of God they at laſt got ſome refreſhment. 
One may ſee in what manner our dear brother ſpeaks of itin 
the following letter, dated at the caſtle d' Ve, Oct. 7, 1697. 


SIR, | 
Y heart is full of gratitude, but I want both _ 
and words to expreſs my fincere acknowledgments, 
that all my gratitude terminates itſelf in confeſſing my imbe- 
Cillity, which is not able to ſatisfy the generoſity of your ar- 
dent charity, which your goodneſs makes me fo lively ſenſi- 
ble of both in my body and in my ſpirit ; your paſtoral love 


extending itſelf generally as well to the one as to the o- 


ther, for which I cannot ſufficiently admire my ſovereign 
protector, who glorifies ſo magnificently the immenſity of 
his compaſſions towards fo vile a creature as myſelf, whoam 
but as the duſt of nothing, if one can ſpeak fo; yet the 


adorable author of my being lets me ſee, that he is all eye 
to look upon me, and to ſupply my neceſſities from his 
infinite fulneſs. This makes me ſay with the apoſtle of the 


Gentiles : © I have learned both to abound, and to ſuffer need, 
l can do all through Chriſt which ſtr ns me. You 
comprehend well what I tell you, Sir, that my divine Sa- 
viour has at laft graciouſly favoured me with ſending your 
laſt letter to me, notwithſtanding all the difficulties which 
my watchful oppreſſors threw in my way. *Tis a particular 
teſtimony of the love of him, who is the rock of my ſtrength. 
And J am fo fully penetrated with acknowledgments of his 
liberality, that J cannot forbear crying out: to him who has 
loved and waſhed us by his blood from our fins: To him 
who keeps the whole world in a triangle, and who would 
be faſten'd with three nails to the tree of the croſs; to 
him who created the abyſs and laid its foundation; to him 
who is infinitely ſufficient to himſelf, and is the ſource of 
his own infinite beatitude, be all honour, glory, dominion, 
and majeſty, from everlaſting, now and for ever and ever, 
Amen. Oh, Sir, how magnificent is the Lord in his libe- 
rality ? What an abundance of charms is there in the ſavoury 
taſte of his goodneſs. How miſerable am I that I cannot 
ſufficiently celebrate the immenſity of his gratuity. How 
unhappy am I to have begun fo late to love this infinite 
beauty! If the dew of his grace is ſo agreeable, and 
raiſes ſuch delights in ſouls, where it is dittilled even in 
the midſt of chains, what will it be, when after the ſhort 

L troubles 
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- troubles of this life, we ſhall be ſwallowed up in the river of 
glory, and be filled with the torrents of infinitely chaſte 
pleaſures, which God has prepared for us from all eternity, 
and which he has merited for us by the effuſion of the precious 
blood of our adorable victim? O what happineſs will that 
be to ſuch vile creatures, to be raiſed even to the clear 
viſion of the godhead, and in that contemplation of his in- 
finite eſſence to enjoy the raviſhments of his love. This is, 
Sir, what confirms my faith, nouriſhes my hope, and ani- 
mates my charity to fight with courage and conſtancy all the 
enemies of my ſalvation that obſtruct my courſe. 
By this you ſee that I lift myſelf under the ſtandard of 
true Chriſtian militia, according to your own preſcription, 
for which I am highly obliged to you, and am fully per- 
ſuaded, that the clemency and goodneſs of my God will 
fulfil the prayers your charity puts up for me in publick_ 
and private for the perfection of my charity and perſeve- 
rance. And as for me, I promiſe you faithfully, that if 
my prayers are of any efficacy, the Lord will never be 
wanting to pour upon you and your dear family his moſt 
precious bleſſings, and that at the end of your labour you 
will ſhine like a ſtar in the heavenly firmament to all eter- 
nity. They have changed my pit fince Feb. 14. where I 
was lock'd up with my feilow-ſufferer, who died like a true 
faithful. for the glory of God, and the confuſion of error. 
I had taken the liberty to have anſwer'd you immediately 
after the receipt of yours, but I fear'd my letter was not 
quite finiſh'd. My three friends, with whom J have the ho- 
nour to be aſſociated in bonds, moſt humbly ſalute you as 
well as I. They have read your letter, and I ſhall make 
them partakers of the relief you have been ſo kind to ſend 
me. | have deſired them to ſign this, in order to keep fair 
in the ſight of God and men, that the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt may be glorified. 


We all ſalute you with a profound reſpect, 
And all your family, 
ELIAS NEAU, 


A.CAPION, &c. 
And 
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And now comes the laſt letter that this pious and gene- 


rous confeſſor wrote from the bottom of his dungeon with 
this inſcription: 


From the camp of the Lord of lords, (theſe are his own 
words) March roth, 1698. 


To Monſ. Morin, paſtor of the Walloon Church at 
Berg- op- zoom: 


\ M divine Saviour is ſo magnificent in his liberality, that 
he leaves me not a moment without ſome freſh cauſe 
to praiſe him with a new ardour. Here is a proof of it. * Tis 
a month ſince I have through his infinite goodneſs received 
your firit letter; Meſſ. le Boitcux had ſent it me two years 
ago, and the firſt time I had an opportunity of ſome commu- 
nication with the gallies, my friends ſent it me, having kept 
it faithfully all that time. Have I not cauſe every hour to 
bleſs God a thouſand times? a God that is ſo kind and gra- 
cious towards fo vile and wretched a finner as Iam? I fee, 
Sir, by your concern for my eternal ſalvation, the paſtoral 
love that animates you to ſtrengthen a poor trembling ſheep, 
that is expoſed to the fury of devouring wolves. Oh how 
much am I indebted to you for all the wholefome inſtructions 
you are ſo kind to give me in all your excellent letters | this 
your firſt letter is long, edilying, and comforting ; it de- 
ſerves a grave and prudent anſwer. But, Sir, I muſt fin- 
cerely own I am not able to do it, and I am perſuaded, 
that as you know my incapacity, your charity will excule 
me: I ſhall only make a few obſcrvations on ſome paſſages 
in your letter: 

Firſt, it is no neu * to find conquering opprefſors alk 
infolently, where is your God? This is literally true; for 
though we ling : loud the tiiumphant power of grace in our 
iron bands, they have the face to atk us; where is the God 
for whom you ſuffer ſo many eviis? They fail to me at 
the hoſpital, why don't your God deliver you; if yours is the 
true church? I gave them a proper anſwer, but they 
2 multiplied their blaſphemies; then 1 choſe to be 

lent. 
Secondly, you ſay to me thus: well done, my dear bro- 
ther, enjoy your Choice, and glory in it. Ves, Sir, I do 
enjoy it, and it is my delight. I fing with the royal pro- 
phet : my lot is fallen to me in a pleaſant place, yea I have a 
goodly heritage, fince my Saviour is my treaſure, ind my 
12 exceed · 
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enxceeding pure delight: the glory of God is my ambition, 
and II love incomparably better to be at the door of his houſe 
loaded with opprobrious contempt, than to dwell for a whole 
eternity in the palaces of theſe wicked men. This makes me 
ſing the praiſes of his glorious magnificence with pleafure.— 
Here follows a hymn of his compoſing, but not being able to 
tranſlate it but with much diſadvantage, we chooſe to omit it, 
together with ſeveral others that are in the French for the 
ſame reaſon. 15 
Il proceed to the third remark : you ſay, Sir, in your let- 

ter, that my bonds, accompanied with holineſs of life, will 
beget new Cnefin.us's, and that my example will bring them 
to Jeſus Chriit. Now I can tell you, that the piety of 
Mr Lanfonniere, who is at this time in the dungeon of the 
citadel, where I was, has gain'd ſome in the galley, where 
he was, and there arc others alſo that have been converted to 
the true faith, and they are not perſons of vile converſations, 
but of good moral lives. There was a young man, about 
20 years old, on board the gally la Guerriere, which was 
next to the Magnanime on which I was, who was brought 
over to the truth by Mr Carriere, who is a flave on that 
galley, and who was ſo effectually converted, that he had 
courage enough to tell the chaplain, that he never would be 
of the Roman church. They threatned him in a dreadful 
manner, and took from him a new teſtament that he had. This 
proved the occaſion of a new perſecution againſt me, becauſe 
I had wrote to him; they doubled my chains, and carried me 
to the citadel. he almoner of our gally preach'd, that our 
miniſters convey'd money to us to make us perſevere, and 
that we biibed the iumple with preſents; but God removed 
him by a ſudden Ccath, a week after he cauſed me to 
be locded with a double chain. He uſed to call me the 
miniſter in a ſnecring way, to infpire the faves with the 
greater batrcd againſt me. | he Lord has made me triumph 
over al! this hitherto, and I hope his goodneis will make me 
do io to the end. 1 N 

The laſt remark I make is on theſe words: wicked men are 

after all but inſtruments in Cd's hand to correct us, and to 
bring us back to our duty. I his laſt article is deeply print- 
ed in my heart; for [ am full) perſuaded, that nothing but 
my enormous fins could provoke my merciful God, and 
cauſe his land ſtill lincd up againtt me to puniſh me; but 
ah, Sir, what am | ſaying, it is rather his mercy that em- 
braces me now, whereas the waves of his juſtice over- 
-whelm'd me, when I was in the world at full liberty, and 
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he ſuffered me to multiply my evil deeds, till at laſt he has 
had pity on me, bis chaſtiſement has ſtopp'd the torrent of 
my iniquities. Oh it has been good for me to have been 
afflicted, for before, alas ! I went aſtray. For this, O Lord! 
I return thee immortal thanks and praiſe ; for this all the 
powers of my foul and body ſhall glorify thee in time and in 
eternity. However God, who beholds all the motions of 
my heart, knows perfectly that I love mine enemies, even 
thoſe that have condemn'd me, and thoſe who now hold me 
in theſe bonds. I bewail their unhappy ftate; I pray 
God with all my heart to forgive them. Tho' they ceaſe 
not to oppreſs us, for our yoke is as heavy as ever, th 
have in nothing relaxed the great ſeverity they have exer- 
Ciſed over us for thefe twenty months paſt, only in this, that 
fince the death of that faithful fellow-ſufferer I was with, 
they have allowed us to be let blood, but we muſt pay the 
ſurgeons. | Ga 
Aſter this our dear confeſſor complains of grievous pains in 
his head, to which he has been ſubject theſe three years, and 
of a giddineſs which hinder his fight ; tho”, as he ſays, his 
lamp was under his eyes when he wrote. Theſe pains 
of his head proceeded, tis likely, from his long and grie- 
vous ſufferings on one hand, and of his deep and aſſiduous 
meditations on the other, and the giddineſs from the weak- 
neſs of his head, and his having been ſo long deprived of the 
benefit of air and day light. But what is all this, the dear 
confeſſor adds, when I contemplate the life that is to come, 
which makes me ſay with the apoſtle, I take pleaſure in the 
ſufferings which I endure : my life is not dear to me, ſo that 
I may finiſh my courſe in the fear of God: if he is glorify d 
in my body and foul, in my life and in my death, my deſire 


will be fulfilled. 


My friends and fellow-ſufferers have expreſly charg'd me 
to ſalute you on their part, and all your dear family, they 
beg to be remember d by you in all your prayers. If you will 
do me juſtice, you will be perſuaded that I have you printed 
in my heart, and that I bear you and all your dear family to 
the foot of the throne of my God. Grant me the conti- 
nuation of your ardent prayers. 3 
J ever remain, ſtill glorifying my God, 

With a profound and humble reſpect, 


ELIAS NEAU. 


Thus 
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Thus was he ftil] continuing to glorify God in his dun- 
geon, when on the 3d of July of the laſt year, word was 
brought him, that the king of France granted him his liberty. 
But it was the king of England who had procured it, having 
demanded his enlargement, and that of ſome others, by his 
ambaſſador extraordinary, my lord Portland, to whom, in 
the midſt of all the honours and careſſes ſhewn to him by the 
court of France, they could not deny this requeſt. 

Thus Elias Neau was delivered, and they gave him a paſs, 
which, however, did not mention the cauſe of his being put 
in the gallies, but gave him a ſtrict charge to depart out of 
the kingdom within fix weeks time. And now it was, that 
this confeſſor of Jeſus Chriſt, after invoking his God from 
tbe deep, ſaw himſelf in a condition to ſay with David: I 
© waited patiently for the Lord, and he inclined unto me, 
and heard my calling. He brought me alſo out of the hor- 
< rible pit, out of the mire and clay, and ſet my feet upon 
© the rock, and order'd my goings : and he has put a new ſon 
in my mouth, even a thankſgiving unto our God. y 
© ſhall ſce it and fear, and ſhall put their truſt in the Lord. 
© Bleſſed is the man that hath ſet his hope in the Lord. 


The very day he left his dungeon at the caſtle d'Ye, he 
went to Marſeilles, and the day after, which was July 4tb, 
| he writ the following letter to his paſtor: 


SIR, | | 
— your charity has made you a partaker of my bonds, 
my duty obliges me to impart to you the grace, which 
the mercy of God has beſtowed upon me, to the end, that 
my deliverance may give you as much pleaſure, as my fla- 
very has cauſed you pain. The ſun of righteouſneſs has at 
laſt diſperſed the clouds that hung over me near theſe 
fix years paſt. I am fully perſuaded, Sir, that you will 
rejoice at it, and that your paſtoral love will make you 
bleſs the holy name of the glorious deliverer of my ſervi- 
tude, who by the invincible ſtrength of his divine power has 
revived me again. is the magnificent triumph of his 
truth, which aſſures us, that his mercy has no end. I now 
experience and feel the ſweetneſs of the accompliſhment of 
his promiſes, and have reaſon to ſay: how beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him that brings good ti- 
dings, that comes to denounce peace to my heart, and faith 
to my foul, Zion thy God reigneth. Neither my words nor 
my thoughts are capable to repreſent the grateful ſenſe I _ 
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of theſe things. I am dumb at the fight of the mercies of my 
ſovereign protector, and my filence renders him a more per- 
fect homage than all my expreſſions. You know very well the 
infinite obligations I have to the author of my being, which I 
have received from his free liberality, but the greatneſs of my 
obligations are infinitely multiply'd by the effuſion of tl 
graces, his mere goodneſs hath already, and ſtill doth be- 
ftow upon me. | humbly beſeech you, Sir, with all the re- 

ſpe I am capable of, to celebrate the glorious immenſity of 
dis which are beyond all his works of beneficence 
in times paſt, for the graces he grants me ſtill, and for the 
he has filled my heart with of enjoying and poſleſ- 
him eternally. This is the very reaſon why I take 
li to ſalute you, in hopes the Lord will enable me 


dy his grace to wait upon you in perſon. By this you will 
ſee, Sir, that I am not ungrateful, and that I have you im- 
ed 


in my heart with an indelible character. For this pur- 
I ſhall expreſſy go through Holland. Mr Capion is part- 
ed from me ſince the 13th of June. My liberty was ſent at 
the ſame time with his, but the court was miſtaken, for the 
king's letter was ſent to the governor of the citadel, and that 
of the caſtle d'Ye would not deliver me without -an expreſs 
order from the king himſelf. But we have left Meſſ. Ra- 
gats and Mongier in the dungeon, where we were. I re- 
commend them to your prayers, if you pleaſe, as they have 
deſired me; and | doubly recommend myſelf, that as my ad- 
verſity has not made me murmur, my proſperity may not 
make me forget my deliverer, but may praiſe his holy name 
all the reſt of my days to all eternity. I beſeech you, Sir, 
to excuſe my hand-writing, for I write with much diſtraction, 
my fight being very weak, becauſe of the brightneſs of the 
ſun I have not feen ſo long. I falute you, and all your 
dear family, with all the reſpect and acknowledgment I am 
capable of, &c. ” 


This worthy confeſſor knew very well, that as he could 
not ſend his paſtor more agreeable news, ſo he anſwer' d it 
with tears of joy in his family ; and after having given thanks 
to God in private, he did it alſo in publick the Sunday fol- 
lowing, ſaying with David; Lord ! thou art become gra- 
cious unto thy land, thou haſt turn'd away the captivity of 
Jacob; without forgetting to pray for thoſe that are ſtill 
in bonds, that their ſighs might come even into his 


preſence. | 
Depart- 
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Departing from Marſeilles, Elias Neau took his way 
through Orange. The reſtoration of that great flock had 
given him ſo much joy in his priſon, and the venerable 
| Paſtors had fo edified the church by their ſufferings and their 
conſtancy, that he could not forbear going to mix his joy 


with that of ſo many of the faithful ; nothing was heard 


there but thankſgivings to God, or pious converſations on 
the wonders that God had wrought, and was daily working 
in his ſaints. The ſecret joy that theſe interviews give to 
thoſe that are intereſted in them, may be felt, but cannot be 
expreſs d. V 

From Orange he went by Lyons, where he found a rem- 
nant of charitable brethren, that received him with much hu- 
manity ; and at laſt he got out of France, as out of a cruel 
Egypt, and happily arrived at Geneva, where, as in another 
Canaan, by the abundance of the milk and honey that flows 
ſo ſalutarily within her walls, he was received by the paſtors 
and profeſſors with the utmoſt tenderneſs, giving thanks and 
blefling God for this marvellous deliverance. As the dear 
confeſſor was very weak, they kept him there ſome time 
to uſe ſome means for the recovery of his health. And one 
of the worthy profeſſors of that city, would not have him 
| lodge any where elſe but with him, as long as he ſtaid at 
Geneva. 5 

When he found his health a little reſtored, and had 
got ſtrength to purſue his travels, he went through ſeveral 
of the evangelick cantons, but ſtopped particularly at Bern, 
where he deſigned to wait upon their excellencies, and to re- 
preſent to them the ſad condition many faithful of their 
nation were in, either upon the gallies, or in dungeons, 
as Paul Ragats mentioned before. By which he would raiſe 
the compaſſion of the heads of that government to em- 
ploy their intereſt for procuring the liberty of thoſe poor 
eaptives. 


When I ſay, that their excellencies received our confeſſor 
very favourably, no body will be furprized. For 'tis very 


well known how ſenſible they are of the affliction of 
Joſeph. The refuge they have granted to ſo many illuſtrious 
exiles ; the extraordinary charity beſtowed upon the French 
refugees, and thoſe that but lately were driven out of Pied- 
mont, when the ſole city of Zurich on one Sunday, made a 
collection in four of their churches of nineteen thouſand 


fix hundred livres, are bright teſtimonies of the piety of 


that government, ſo that one can ſay of their charity, what 


St Paul ſaid of the faith of the Romans, that it was is. 
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of throughout all the world. And if the Lord bleſſes their 


care, I do not doubt but they will ſoon procure the liberty of 


all their ſuffering countrymen. 

Elias Neau having diſcharged his commiſſion, departed 
for Holland, where he arrived about the month of Sep- 
tember laſt. He had made himſelf fo famous by his chains, 
that people every where expreſſed their joy for this hap- 
Py deliverance. And to avoid the crime of Pharaoh's but- 
ler, who forgot Joſeph in priſon, he tried all poſſiſible means 
to draw his ſuffering brethren from the captivity, under 
which they ſtill were groaning. When he for this purpoſe 
was preſented to the grand penſionary Heinſius at the 
Hague, he ſhewed him the memorial which was drawn up 
for the poor Gallerians. This chief miniſter had charged - 
himſelf with all the ſentiments of compaſſion and tender- 
neſs, which that great man uſually ſhews for the afflicted 
church. The king was then gone to Germany, but as ſoon 
as he returned to Loo, Elias Neau went thither to thank 
his majeſty for the happy deliverance he enjoyed through his 
royal interceſſion. And his admittance was facilitated by the 


marquiſs de Micemont, who preſented a petition to that great 


monarch in the name of all his ſuffering brethren, humbly 
imploring his majeſty to intercede for them. The king not 


only received him very graciouſly, but two days after made 


him be aſſured, that he would not fail to endeavour after the 


liberty of thoſe faithful confeſſors, although he did not hope 


for much ſucceſs. Mr Blathwait ſecretary of war, by the 
command of his majeſty made him a preſent of 300 Florins, 
telling him at the ſame time, to receive that little gratuity as 
a proof of the regard his majeſty had for his paſt ſufferings. 
And fince it was by the mediation of my lord Portland, th:t 


our confeſſor was ſet at liberty, he waited alſo upon him to 


teſtify his gratitude, and was very favourably received, not 
only by my lord, but by his whole family, who all were 
touched and edified by the relation of his ſufferings, and the 
conſtancv of ſo many generous confeſſors, that are ſtill de- 


tained in dungeons and upon the gallies. 


It is very much to be wiſhed, and all the faithful ought to 


beg of God by their earneſt prayers, that he would bleſs the 


good intention of the king of England, and other proteſtant 
ſovereigns for the liberty of ſo many pocr priſoners, whoſe 
number increaſes every day, by the condemnation they give 


every where againſt thoſe that are ſurprized either upon re- 


tiring out of France, to ſerve God in the liberty of conſcience 
in foreign countries, or coming from an aflembly, where 
k they 
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have been at prayers. But what appearance have we 
anne what is paſt at the end of 
the laſt year, on account of that faithful martyr Mr Brouſ- 
ſon, who was broke alive upon the wheel at Montpellier, 
whoſe onlycrime was to have exhorted the people, that heard 
him in the Cevennes, to be faithful to God, to fear him, and 
to honour the king. Perhaps there are ftill ſome apologiſts 
of thoſe horrible cruelties, by ſaying that he did not ſuffer 
death for his religion, but for his rebellion againſt the king, 
who had forbid him to exerciſe his religion in France, and 
to exhort his brethren to perſevere in the ſame. As when a 
mortal man ſhould forbid the exerciſe of charity, which the 
immortal God has fo expreſly commanded, is one obliged to 
obey man rather than God ? As if one were obliged to ſub- 
mit one's conſcience to obey ſuch laws, which a falſe zeal 
had dictated, and diſobey God, whoſe laws are ſo holy, juſt 
and good. Is it not better after all to ſay with the apoſtles: 
We muft obey God rather than men. This anſwer of the a- 
les to the high prieſt, was the apology of that glorious 
martyr Mr Brouſſon. 1 
But humanly ſpeaking, what can be expected from the 
ſpirit of theſe perſecutors, after that terrible declaration of 
December 13, 1698. which ſhocks not only the reformed, 
but even the old papiſts themſelves, that are ſlaves to the Ro- 
man clergy. | 
To put an end to the hiſtory of Elias Neau, who after 
he had diſcharged his commiſſion, and ſollicited the king of 
England, and the ſtates of Holland, in favour of his captive 
brethren, his thoughts were bent to go to England, where in 
one of the veſſels cf the king's retinue, who repaſſed the 
lea, he happily arrived: And after a few months ſtay there, 
he at laſt embarked for New York to his wife and chil- 
dren. | 
To give a more exact account of the piety of this generous 
confeſſor, and of the ſatisfaction all good people took in his 
| happy deliverance, I have added the three following letters 
writ to him, from which may be drawn a great deal of con- 
ſolation. 


PREFACE. 
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PREFACE. 


"HE righteous Hall be had in everlaſting remembrance, ſays 
the royal prophet ; this was ſo deeply imprinted in the heart 
of the late worthy patriot Sir John Phillips, of bleſſed memory, 
that he ſhewed it all occaſions. For he never mention d 
_ the name of Elias Neau, whoſe hiſtory is the ſubjeft of the en- 
ſuing pages, but with a peculiar delight and veneration. The 
character given by ſuch an honourable and pious gentleman, to 
that true confeſſor, who had ſuffer'd ſo much for the name of our 
bleſſed Redeemer, and the truth of his goſpel, made me ever af- 
ter very deſirous to know ſomething more of his life and conver- 
ſation, but finding no body fince the afore-mention'd honourable 
gentleman's death, that knew any thing of Elias Neau, I deſ- 
paired of hearing any more of him, till providence breught me 
acquainted with a chriſtian Switzer, who accidentally ſhewed 
me I'Hiftoire de Sieur Elias Neau, it ffruck me immediately 
with a joyful ſurpriſe, that that was the ſame perſon, of whem 
the above-mentioned pious Sir John had given ſo excellent a cha- 
racter, of which I was more fully convinced after I had peruſed 
the ſame. And finding it ſo inſtructiue and edifying, I thought 
it worthy to be tranſlated from the original French, to the end 
_ that the Engliſh reader, might keep the name of this faithful 
confeſſor in everlaſting remembrance. But when after the peru- 
ſal, I found the copy defeftive in ſeveral places, and told my 
friend of my deſign, be ſpared no pains till he procured me a 
Perfect copy; by which I not only ſupplied what was wanting 
in his own copy, but immediately ſet about the tranſlation ; 
which, as mean as it is, will, I hope, with the bleſſing of our 
adorable Redeemer, be of great uſe to any ſerious Chriſtian rea- 
der, and an encouragement to praiſe all-wiſe 1 for di- 
irvering us from that per ſecutin irit 0 iſh tyranny. 
Halletoiah, perſe 8 /þ f Popiſh ty 
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The firſt letter from the conſiſtory of the French 
church at New-York, to Mr Elias Neau, a con- 
feſſor of Jcſus Chriſt upon the gallics, Sept. 25th, 
1696. | 


Very dear brother, T | 
* U may well believe, that the unjuſt and cruel decree 
I pronounc'd againſt you by condemning you to the gal- 
lies, after you was taken and carried into France, has 


been a great affliction to us, ever ſince we received the 


ſad news. Juſt as it is in the human body, when one 
member ſuffers, all the reſt feel its pain; how can we be in- 
ſenſible of your affliction, ſince you are a member of our 
body, which diſcharged its functions with honour ? had it 
becn in our power, we ſhould ſoon have diſengaged you 
from the anguiſh f your condemnation, and demonſtrated 
to you the real eſteem we always had of your piety. What 
we have been able to do, ſince that time, has been to pray to 
God for your deliverance, ard to crown vour fidelity at 
laſt. But as your condemnat.o: has cauſed our ſorrow, fo 
your cou: ge and the itrength God has vouchſafeu to you in 
your trials, to defen l the truth of Jeſus Chriſt, at the coſt 
of your liberty, has filled us with joy. Thi, gives us ſuch a 
ſatisfaction as we cannot expreſs, ſince God has made you 
triumph over ail the rage and artifices of your enemies. You 


- never kfitated nor varied in the leaſt, when you was to give 
an account of your faith. You have, without any diſ- 
guiſe, openly declared that you profeſied no other religion, 


but what Jeſus Chriſt has taught us, and that you would never 
co:ne into the damn ble idolatries nd ſuperſtitions of Rome: 
inſomuch, that ncitt.er promiſes nor menaces, could ſhake 


your fidelity. You received the ſentence of your condemna- 


tion with an intrepid courage, and ſtretched out your bands 
with joy to be faiten'd to the chains. Neither have vou 
ſwerved from your firſt reſolution ſince, that ſame grace, 
which inſpired you with thoſe noble and heroic purpoſes, has 
a ways powertully ſupported you, and filled you with com- 
tort in your long ſufferings, and made you find abundance of 
joy even in the natural cauſes of pain. 

How happy are you, moſt dear brother, that you are 
ſingled out from ſo many others to be a fignal example of 
what the grace of God can do, when he diſplays the abun- 


Cance of its riches in a ſoul! What an honour is it, that 


you 
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ydu have been found worthy to ſuffer for the beft cauſe 
that ever was; and to experience the ſuccour of the pre- 
ſence of God in the midſt of your painful torments! What 
is there in this world comparable to your glory ? Will its 
riches vie with the graces of the Holy Spirit, which you poſ- 
ſeſs in abundance. Can the profane pleaſures of all the 
world come up to the joys you are full of: And can one 
ſay, that the moſt magnificent crowns of the earth can be in 
the leaſt compared with what you poſſeſs in hope to receive 
from the hands of our Saviour, when he ſhall come to exalt 
all the faithful, but particularly thoſe, that have fought like 

you for his glory. 5 
As your patience, courage and ſufferings are an honour 
to the church of Jeſus Chriſt, do not think the memory of 
them will ever be loſt, but be preſerved among the faith- 
ful with all the martyrs and confeſſors of the goſpel, in 
bleſſing to all future ages. Neither be at all doubtful, that 
notwithſtanding all the ſcorn and hatred your perſecutors put 
upon you, but muſt have in the bottom of their heart, a 
reſpect and veneration for your conſtancy : Virtue exacts a 
ſecret homge from its moſt fierce perſecutors. Do you 
think, they (m avoid admiring the divine principle, that 
inſpires you wit courage not only to ſuffer with patience, 
but with all tue appearance of ſolid joy, all the puniſhments, 
they put upon the worſt of malefactors, though you are in- 
nocent, and ſuffer for no other cauſe, but that you will 
not proſtitute your conſcience and violate it ? If they ſhew 
_ outwardly nothing but rage and fury, no doubt they muſt 
inwardly be ſeized with fear and terror for making one 
that is innocent ſuffer unjuſtly, and admire the invincible 
perſeverance, with which you endure all : So that you have 
not only your brethren as witneſſes of your ſufferings, your 
enemies the admirers of your virtue, but what is more, you 
have God the Father guarantee of your victory, God the 
Son preſident of your combat, and God the Holy Ghoft 
for your comfort and ſtrength. Now there remains nothing 
but that you finiſh what you have begun. Your beginning 
has been illuſtrious, you have continued gloriouſly hitherto, 
and we hope from the grace of God, and your piety, that 
the end will correſpond with the beginning and progreſs, 
ſo that you will finiſh the courſe of your tryals, and render 
your chains famous to the end. This is what we wiſh you, 
moſt dear brother, and what we beg of God for you with 
ardour. We implore him to put a ſpeedy end to your 
tryals by an happy deliverance, and rejoice to ſee and — 
| EI 
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brace you. What a ſatisfaction, will that not be to us, to 
touch your hands, made honourable by bearing the chains 
for the defence of the goſpel? And to ſee once ſo worthy 
a conſeſſor honour our aſſemblies? But leaving to God the 
time and manner of your deliverance, we beſeech him to 
do it, as will ſuit bell with the ey of his name, to the 
confuſion and converſion of his enemies, and to the edifica- 

tion of his church. We defire you, to receive the ſmall 
relief, which our church ſends you, for an outward refreſh 
ment of your body, and as a token of her efteem. Pray 
for us, as we never ceaſe to pray for your liberty, and reſt 
aſſured, that we are with all poſſible eſteem, your very 
humble and obedient ſervants, the miniſter and the elders 
of New York, Puret Mifter, Elie Bourdinot, Gabriel le 
Boiteux, Barbary, Dronillet, elders. | 


The ſecond letter of a gally ſlave to Elias Neau upon 
his deliverance. 


13 be the Lord, my dear and honoured brother in 
&I the Lord. For ever bleſſed be the infinitely merciful 
God for his ineftimable mercy he is now ſhewing you. 
Great reaſon have you no doubt, moſt illuftrious and 
glorious conieffor, to take the cup of deliverance, and to 
publiſh the divine praiſes of the King of «ings, and Lord 
of lords eternally, who has not only given you grace to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, but alſo to ſuffer for him, and after ren- 
dring your faith more pure than gold tried in the fire, he 
has mercifully delivered you from all the cruel ſufferings, at 
| the rate of all the days and years of your afflictions. You 
have great reaſon to admire the power, wiſdom and good- 
neſs of that glorious deliverer, who has ſo magnificently 
broke the chains, and fo gloriouſly diſſipated the horror of 
darkneſs, into which you were plunged ſo long. And thus 
you have at laſt great reaſon to cry out with the pſalmiſt, O 
God, who is like unto thee! O what great troubles and 
_ © adverſities haſt thou ſhewed me, and yet didſt thou turn and 
© refreſh me, yea and broughteſt me from the deep of the earth 
© again.* In truth, this good God has made you riſe again 
from the bottom of the earth, where you was buried ſo many 
He has actually reſtored you to life, as by a new reſur. 
rection. For all which may he be bleſſed and glorified eternally. 
O ye unjuſt and cruel perſecutors of the truth, do you ima- 
tine that God takes no notice of our afflitions, and has 


aban · 
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abandon'd us, to be for ever the objects of your inhumanity 
and violence ! Learn at laſt by this happy example, that the 
Lord, in his appointed time, delivers out of temptation and 
trouble all thoſe, that honour and fear him, and doth not 
permit the rod of the wicked to reſt perpetually on the back 
of the righteous. Learn and apprehend by this happy exam; 
ple, that the eyes of the Lord are upon the juſt, and his ears 
attentive to their prayers, and that, if the righteous have 
troubles in great number, the Lord delivers them at laft out of 
all: learn at laſt by all this to give glory to that great God, 
who is the protector and deliverer of all that adore him, and 
tremble at the fight of that dreadful judgment, which will 
infallibly befal you, if you perſevere any longer in your in- 
Juſtice. For though it is very true, that this our juſt God 
1s angry with us at preſent becauſe of our fins, and for that 
reaſon has delivered us into your blood-thirſty hands; yet hear 
a little what he himſelf tells us by the mouth of his prophet 
 Efaias, and ceaſe to glory in your power you have at pre- 
ſent over us; My people, that dwells in Sion, ſays that 
© oreat monarch of the univerſe, do not fear Aſſur: he ſhall 
< ſmite thee with a rod, and ſhall lift up his ſtaff againſt thee 
< after the manner of Egypt. For yet a very little while, and 
< the indignation fhall ceaſe, and mine anger in their de- 
© ſtruction, ch. x. 24 But what ſignifies ſpeaking to the 
deaf, that have ears and hear not, and are quite hardened in 
their malice ? I leave them, therefore, to their fatal obſti- 
nacy, and addreſs myſelf again to you, our illuftrious and 

nerous confeſſor of the truth of the Lord Jeſus ; to you, I 

y, who have ears to hear, and now taſte with ſo much 
ſweetneſs, how good the Lord is to thoſe that love him, and 
experience with ſo much pleaſure the ſweet effects of his pa- 
ternal tenderneſs. Enjoy, O thou very happy and faithful 
ſoul, enjoy with humble gratitude this great and incompara- 
ble favour, the Lord has done to you; and take it as a 

werful motive to conſecrate yourſelf more and more to his 
holy and glorious ſervice. I do not pretend to give you any 
great exhortations upon this ſubject; for beſides that it doth 
not become ſuch a miſerable and ungrateful finner as I am, 
to preach to others their duty, being fully convinced of your 
great love to your God, and your great zeal for his glory; 
and entirely aſſured, that you will never forget the great 
benefits for which you are indebted to his infinite mercy, and 
that you will employ entirely both your liberty and your 


185 whole life, you hold equally from his Almighty hand, in a 


eontinual teſtimony of your moſt humble and moſt juſt 
acknow- 


o 
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acknowledgments. You fear, at laſt, my dear and ho- 
noured brother, left the reliſh of worlely proſperity ſhould 
gain upon your heart to triumph over your virtue, more 
than all the cruel ſufferings could do to conquer your con- 
ſtancy. This I take to be already a very good ſign to diſtruſt 
yourſelf, and your own frailty. For happy is that man 
that fears always, ſays Solomon in his divine morals. But, 
my dear brother, do not you know, that he who has been 
your ſupport and ſtrength in your chains, and in the great 
conflicts you have maintained for the faith, is the fame yeſter- 


day, mo and for ever, and in whom there is no varia- 


tion, nor 


adow of changing? Don't you know, that his 


Lifts and callings are without repentance, and that thoſe he 


has loved once, he loves to the end? Therefore you may be 
firmly perſuaded, that that fame almighty protector, who 
made you fo gloriouſly and happily triumph over the horror 
of the gallies, and your dark dungeons, will make you as 
happily and gloriouſly triumph over all the temptations that 
either Satan or your own fleſh and blood may affault you with 
for the future. His victorious grace will be ſufficient for you, 
whoſe ſalutary virtue will be accompliſhed in your infirmities 
for the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed, but 
my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, ncither ſhall the cove- 


| nant of my peace be removed. This is that folemn pro- 


miſe he has made you by his prophet Efaias, chap. liv. 10. 
for what God promiſes to his whole church in general, he 
promiſes to every faithful member in particular. Where- 
fore rejoice in the grace and mercy of your Redeemer, and reſt 
aſſured, that this good God, who is not a man that ſhould 


lye, nor a fon of man who ſhould repent, and who has ſo ſig- 


nally begun the work of grace in you, will alſo graciouſly 
perform it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 

In the mean time I ardently pray to that good God, to 
produce in you moſt effectually to will and to do of his good 
pleaſure, and to accompliſh the work of faith powerfully in 
you. I conjure him alſo with all my heart to protect you in all 
the courſe of your long voyage you have, and to bring you ſafe 


to your dear wife and children, from whom you have been 


ſo long ſeparated. I pray for them all, and intreat the 
Lord to pour upon you altogether his moſt precious bleflings 
both ſpiritual and temporal. As for the reſt, my moſt dear 
and honoured friend, I am moſt ſenſibly obliged, and thank 


you moſt heartily for all the precious teftimonies of your af- 


fection, you have been pleaſed to ſhew me ever fince I have 
had the honour to know you, and particularly for the ob- 


The Hiſtory of Ex 14s N Au. 91 
liging letter you have favoured me with at preſent, I acknow- 
ledge myſelf entirely unworthy of all your great tenderneſs 
you have towards ſuch a miſerable wretch as I am. But as 
much unworthy and obliged I am to your great charity, I 
think myſelf extremely unworthy of that particular tender- 
neſs which you profeſs to have for me above any of my other 
faithful fellow-ſufferers. And upon this account you will 
give me leave to tell you, En paſſant, that I remark with 
confuſion, that you, together with others of my brethren, 
have too good an opinion of me. You believe me caught 
up into the third heaven with the great apoſtle St Paul, where- 
as I am like another Demas, in whom the love of this preſent 
world reigns ſtill fo ſtrongly, and miſerably creep betwixt 
the deſires of the fleſh and the vanities and impurities of this 
preſent evil world. This is perhaps the reaſon, why you 
do not pray for me, and my ſanctification, fo fervently and 
zealouſly as you ſhould. I therefore conjure you, my dear 
„ to renounce, once for all, that great eſteem you have 

of my imperfe& piety, and to conſider me only ſuch as I am 
in reality, as a miſerable wretched finner, who ſtands in 
great need of the fervency of your moſt devout prayers. As 

T have often told you before, ſo I repeat it again, that my 
inward ftate is moſt deplorable, and worthy of compaſſion, 
than you can ever imagine. Pray then, my dear, pray fer- 
vently to that moſt merciful God, who bas ſo magnificently 
worked in you your entire converſion, that he would be 
pleaſed to render his grace likewiſe victorious in my miſe- 
rably corrupted heart, and to make it happily triumph over 
all my horrible weakneſſes and great imperfections. Im- 
plore him ardently to deſtroy in my ſoul intirely all the ftrong 
holds, fin has ſo unhappily raiſed there, and re-eftabliſh his 
kingdom fo powerfully, that there may be nothing left in 
me, but what is perfectly reſigned to his holy will. But a- 
bove all, beg of Him to raiſe the weary hands and the feeble 
knees, and enable me with patience and conſtancy to run the 
race ſet before me, by reſiſting courageouſly, even unto 
blood, if he ſhould be pleaſed to call me to ſuffer death for 
his name's ſake, and for the defence of his ſacred truth. I 
humbly conjure you to continue your tender friendſhip, you 
have honoured me with hitherto, always remembering an 
_ unhappy ſlave in chains, that loves you ſincerely, and would 

think himſelf very happy, if he could give you the moſt 

ſenſible proofs of his affection and tenderneſs, he is filled 
with towards you, and reſt fully perſuaded, that I ſhall never 

forget you, but ohne =. remember thoſe excellent 
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virtues, the Lord has endowed you withal. Adieu, my moſt 
dear brother and moſt hunoured friend, I embrace you with 
all the extent of my heart, and with all the affection and 
tenderneſs of my ſoul. I pray to God to conduct you ſafely 
to your family; and conjure you to do me the juſtice to be- 
lieve that I ſhould be throughout my whole life with as much 
tenderneſs as veneration, | . 5:4 
My moſt dear brother, and moſt honoured friend, 

| Yours, &c. 


The third letter from the fame confeſſor. 
From my dungeon, Sept. 10, 1698. 
My dear and honourcd brother in our Lord Jeſus Chtiſt, 


HE reaion why I did not give myſelf the honour tb 
1 ſend an anfwer to your humble and pious letter, you 
favoured me with from Lions, was, that I did not believe it 
would reach you at Geneva, or had fome intervening acci- 
dents, not worth mentioning ; yet it is but juſt I ſhould ac- 
quit myfelf of my duty to write to you a few words at Am- 
ſterdam, where I fuppoſe you will ſhortly arrive with God's 
help, if you are not arrived there already. I happily re- 
ceived yours of July 21, and faw with pleaſure that pro- 
found humility and great piety, we have always obferved 
in you, and which ever has edified all thoſe that had the 
happineſs to know you. I am not at all ſurpriſed to hear 
you till complaining of yourſelf and your imperfections ; 
for that is an eſſentiał character of a faithful ſoul to be hungry 
and thirſty after righteouſneſs, and you know that our Sa- 
viour calls chem bleſſed, becauſe they ſhall be ſatisfied. Far 
from it, that the lively ſenſe you have of your own weakneſs 
ſhould give me an occaſion to judge amiſs of your ſtate and 
your inward Ciigoſition, as you ſeem to perſuade me to; 
but on the contrary, it gives a juſt reaſon to look upon you 
as a true child of God, that ardently deſires to be perfect 
as Hur heavenly father is perfect. In ſhort, my dear brother, 
this fervent deßire after chriſtian perfection that is in you, 
can ſca cel find room in an unregenerate heart; and there is 
none but thoſe that have once been truly enlightened by the 
Lieht of ſteing grace, and have really taſted of the heavenly 
£''t, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have 
tied of the good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come: Theſe, I ſay, are only capable to feel = 

| deſire 
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deſire as lively and ardently, as you feel it. And how can 
any worldling deſire ſuch a good, of which he neither knows 
the price nor its excellence. As their portion is in this life, 
ſo they can have no reliſh nor affection but for the tranſitory 


things of this world. But for a faithful foul, whoſe inhe- 
ritance is reſerved in heaven, and knows that all its happi- 
_ neſs conſiſts in the conformity of the bleſſed image of its glo- 
rious Saviour, has no other taſte but for what is ſpiritual and 
heavenly ; it deſires to be holy, for its God is holy, and to 
be perfect, as its father in heaven 1s perfect. And as it is im- 
poſſible to live in this body of fin without frailties and imper- 
fections, for the complete perfection is reſerved for the life to 
come, the ſenſe of its weakneſſes and imperſections mutt often 
produce bitter ſighs, becauſe it is impoſſible the ſoul ſhould 
ſee its ſpots and uncleanneſs, which keep her at a diſtance from 

her ſovereign ſcope, ſhe has in view, without being penetrated 
at the ſame time with pain and diſpleaſure. But O thau 
faithful ſoul, why art thou vexed, and why art thou fo diſ- 
quieted within thee ? O put thy truſt in God, for his regard 
is deliverance itſelf ! Yea, my dear and honoured brother in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, put your truſt in that merciful God, 
who has begun the work of his grace and ſalvation in you, 
and be firmly perſuaded. that he will fully accomplith his ſa- 
ving virtue notwithitanding all your infirmities. Do but be- 
lieve, and you will ſee the glory of God. He that has raiſed 
Lazarus from the grave, though he began to ftink already, 
can he not deliver you from all your old habits, under whoſe 
weight you find yourſelf ſtill groaning? And the ſurprizing 
effects of his ſaving grace, which he has ſhewn you already, 
are they not manifeſt proofs that he has predeitinated you 


do be conformable to the image of his Son? And do not you 


know that thoſe whom he has predeſt inated, he has alfo cal- 
led, and thoſe he has called, he has alſo juſtified, and thoſe 
he has juſtified he has alſo glorified ? What do you fear 
then, my dear brother, ſince you have within yourſelf the evi- 
dent witneſs of your falvation, and of the eternal love of 
God towards you? And ſince the Holy Spirit of God, by 
whom you have been ſealed for the day of redemption, has ſo 
ſtrongly aſſured you that you are of the number of God's 
children ? It is true, that this wiſe Creator has ft ill le't ſome 
Amalekites to ſtruggle with to exerciſe your patience. He 
permits you ſtill to have ſome temptations to overcome, 
your own fleſh and the world, with all its falſe inticements. 
But the election of the Father, and the eternal redemption of 
the Son, and the manifcſt communion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
5 12 * 
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who dwell already in your heart, ought to aſſure you againſt 
the enemies of your ſalvation, and to fill you with joy and 
conſolation in hopes of your perfect deliverance ; for the 
is coming when this almighty Redeemer will entirely deliver 
you from all your ſpiritual enemies, from all wicked 
concupiſcences that war againſt your ſoul, and put you in the 
poſſeſſion of an eternal and glorious triumph. Do but hear 
what the prophet Iſaiah ſays in chap. xxviii. Fear not, for 
<< have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name, 
&© thou art mine. When thou paſſeſt through the water 1 


<« overflow thee ; when thou walkeſt through 
c ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the flame 
tc thee : For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy 
ce thy Saviour. Then fear nothing, my dear brother, 
cauſe God himſelf promiſes you his mighty and gracious 
protection; and be perſuaded that neither the flames of con- 
cupiſcence, nor the fire of carnal paſſions, nor the waves of 
other temptations, of which you complain ſo bitterly, ſhall 
ever be able to overwhelm and devour your ſoul, which God 
keeps ſo choice in his paternal hands to guard it from all dan- 
ger. In ſhort, be aſſured that neither death, nor angel, nor 
principality nor power, neither things preſent nor to come, nei- 
ther height nor depth, nor any other creature fhall be able to 
ſeparate you from the love of God. For, as I told you before, 
hi; gifts and calling are without repentance, and thoſe he 
has loved once, he loves to the end. In the mean time, 
« He that is righteous, let him be righteous ſtill, and he that 
& is holy, let him be holy ſtill, Rev. xxii. 11. Wherefore 
you will give me leave to tell you, that you ought to ſtrive 
to your utmoſt to conquer the remaining corruptions you 
perceive ſtill in your heart, and to endeavour to forget thoſe 
things that are behind, and reach forth unto thoſe things that 
are before, and to preſs toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling. But I do not tell you all this to teach you, 
for I know very well, that you do not want my poor in- 
ſtructions; it is only to anſwer your letter more exactly, and 
to comfort and edify myſelf at the ſame time with you. As 


for the reſt, you need not doubt at all of my poor, yet fer- 
vent interceſſions for you; for I pray as much as my cor- 


ruption and imbecility will permit, for the progreſs of your 
regeneration and ſanctification, and praiſe | — 2 with all 
my power for all his infinite compaſſions, he has favoured you 
with. And I conjure you earneſtly to pray for me with all 
the ardor of your zeal, for I ſtand in more need of the aſ- 

ſiſtance 


„ 
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of your prayers, than you have of mine. If you \ 


vs a 


diſpleaſure than I can tell you 
with, that any body ſhould be deceived about me, by making 
more of me than he ſhould ; no more dare I wiſh to be told 
any thing that may flatter my pride and vanity, my corrupt- 
ed heart is ſtill ſo full of. herefore I conjure you once 
more, my dear brother, to lay afide that too favourable opi- 
mon you have conceived of me, and to conſider me ſuch 
as I am in reality, viz. as a bruiſed reed, and a ſmoaking 
flax, that is, in great want of the fervor of your holy inter- 
ceſſions; O me this I humbly beſeech you, and favour 
me with the of your tender and precious friend- 
ſhip, you have honoured me with hitherto. "You have been 
ſo kind to promiſe it me, and I rely upon your promiſe, be- 
cauſe I know your fincerity, and that you do not love me 
for my own ſake, but for the ſake of Him who has loved us 
all with an eternal love, and has given himſelf unto death for 
us all. I aſſure you once more on my part, that by God's 
aſſiſtance J ſhall never forget you, but preſerve the juſt and 
true value I have for your piety and zeal. I ſhall alſo con- 
tinue to pray to God to conduct you ſafely to your dear fa- 
mily, and repleniſh you all with his moſt precious bleſſings, 
both temporal and ſpiritual, and fill you with the ineſtimable 
riches of his grace, of his love and mercy in this life, and the 
tranſcendent treaſures of his glory in the life to come. 

As for the reft, I do not doubt but you will do all that 
depends upon your charitable care, to excite the compaſſion 
of the powers of England and Holland towards us, and that 
you will employ all the efforts of your charity to cngage 
them to procure our liberty. But I will loſe no more time 
to ſollicite you to this good work, for the accompliſhment of 

which I am perſuaded you will neglect none of the juſt means 
all-wiſe providence will direct you to. I thall content my- 
ſelf in the mean time with imploring the Sovereign Director 
of all events, that he may be pleaſed to bleſs your pious folli- 
citations, and grant us glace in a ſhort time to praiſe him in 
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